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by:

ou may not have had the opportunity to read Pope Francis’
Letter to the People of God, in response to the scandal of abusive
priests. Here is the introduction:

“If one member suffers, all suffer together (1 COR 12:26). These
words of St. Paul forcefully echo in my heart as I acknowledge
once more the suffering endured by many minors due to sexual abuse, the abuse
of power, and the abuse of conscience perpetuated by a significant number of
clerics and consecrated persons. Crimes that inflict deep wounds of pain and
powerlessness, primarily among the victims, but also in their family members
and in the larger community of believers and non-believers alike. Looking back
to the past, no effort to beg pardon and to seek to repair the harm done,will ever
be sufficient. Looking ahead to the future, no effort must be spared to create a
culture able to prevent such situations from happening but also to prevent the
possibility of their being covered up and perpetuated. The pain of the victims
and their families is also our pain, and so it is urgent that we once more reaffirm
our commitment to ensure the protection of minors and vulnerable adults.”
Here at Saint Therese, we will continue to insist that all volunteers and staff attend a VIRTUS training session.

Pope Francis Says ...
We are all in the same boat and headed to the same port! Let us ask for
the grace to rejoice in the gifts of each, which belong to all.
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The Ladies Guild

by Terry Hahn, Guild Publicity

T

he Ladies Guild is an important ministry are invited to attend.
where women can gather in fellowship
Every month the Guild
and hospitality.
plans either an interesting
Blessed are they who have the gift of making friends,
speaker or activity. To date, the following activities
for it is one of God’s greatest gifts. It involves many
have been scheduled: October 15—speaker or craft
things, but above all the power of going out of ones
workshop; November 19—holiday floral arrangeself and appreciating what is noble and loving in anment workshop; December 10—Christmas party.
other.
Check the Sunday bulletin for details.
… Thomas Hughes

The Ladies Guild year of activities begins on September 17, 2018, with a celebration of the Eucharist at 6pm in the Church, followed by a potluck
supper and teacup auction in the Parish Center
Great Hall. All women 18 years of age and older

We hope the women of Saint Therese Parish will
give themselves a ‘night out’ as we look forward to
building community together. Watch for the flyer
attached to an upcoming bulletin for membership
information.

Welcome Home!

by Lise LeTellier

O

ne year ago, my husband and I found ourselves needing to search for a new Church
home. As active and devout Catholics,
we had moved out of our long-time Parish community of 35 years at St. Theresa [sic] of Liseux in
South Hadley, Massachusetts, and were getting
ready to live in a new
home in Tolland, Massachusetts. Where we
would go to Church was our greatest worry.

sic. We loved the families. We loved Fr. Tom’s
presence. God led us to our new home!

The day we entered Saint Therese Parish in Granby, we fell in love. We felt the joy. We felt the
peace. We loved the message. We loved the mu-

May God bless each and every one of you. We look
forward to finishing our new home in Tolland, so
we can be more involved in ministry here.

Now if we miss coming to our new home here at
Saint Therese Parish, and have to attend somewhere
else, we know we missed something. We just want
to thank everyone; thank our new Church. Church
is the people and you all have made us feel welcome. You provide a wonderful space to worship.
Here we find Christ!

KofC Tootsie Roll Campaign

W

e are pleased to report that for the 2017
program year ending June 30, 2018, our
Council was, for the fourth time, recognized for the highest gross collections in the State
for the annual Tootsie Roll campaign. A total of
67 councils in the State of Connecticut participated this year, collecting over $140,000.
Our
Council’s contribution to this total was
$9,212.42! We thank the parishioners of Saint
Therese Parish for their generous donations after

by Dave Kulas. KofC Grand Knight

Masses, and the residents of Granby, East Granby,
and Tariffville for their
participation at area
grocery stores.
All of the net proceeds
go to support those persons with special needs, including the Special Olympics, FAVARH and group
homes. We look forward to another successful campaign in October of this year.
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Spiritual Food for Thought

by Terry Hahn

W

hat does it mean to evangelize? In Pope Francis’ Evangelii Gaudim’ The Joy of the
Gospel, published November 26, 2013, he challenges each Catholic to share their
faith with others by stepping out of their comfort zone to share the Good News
of Jesus Christ. He invites all Christians everywhere to a renewed personal encounter
with Christ.
Bishop Robert Barron, founder of the Word on Fire Catholic Ministries did an interview with the Catholic Register, fielding questions on the Pope’s Joy of the Gospel. Bishop Barron said that “The central
task of the Church is the invitation to know Jesus Christ, not as an idea or a concept, but as a living,
divine Person who, out of love for us, offered Himself to us as gift. In order to fulfill our mission to
introduce the world to Christ, we must first know Him ourselves.” (from The Catholic Register’s, A
News Analysis of the Joy of the Gospel).
How do we get to know Him? I suggest through reading the bible, going to bible study, listening to
the sermons at Mass, and most importantly, praying. Prayer is the communication line to Jesus. We
pray, listen, and receive God’s word in our thoughts. If we write down what we hear, we will see in
the written word evidence of God speaking to us, helping and encouraging us each day. As we
grow in our relationship with Him, we will love Him more. It is out of this love that we will want
to share the Good News – that God loved us so much that He sent His only Son to suffer and die for
us, and rise again in order that we might have eternal life.
Eternal Life means there is life after death and that we have the opportunity to be with God in heaven
when we die. It also means that each person created has a purpose; life is not meaningless or hopeless. As we get to know the Lord and His faithfulness, our hearts will rejoice and we will want to
praise Him and tell others about Him.
To evangelize is to share with another person our relationship with Christ; meaning how we have
experienced Him. We share in our own words how our relationship with Christ has changed, encouraged, or helped us. It is sharing with joy and excitement our life of faith. It’s like when our
children or a family member does something very special that we had to tell others of this gift. It is
the same as we share about Jesus, knowing in our hearts that He has given us the greatest gifts of all
time—forgiveness and eternal life.
For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, so that everyone who
believes in Him might not perish but might have eternal life.
(JN 3:16)

Father
Flood ...
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The Spirituality of Stewardship

I

n the many years I have served Christ’s Church
as a priest, I have noticed that lay people are
frequently afraid to share their spirituality. I
have come to the conclusion that many lay-people
expect religious men and women to have spirituality, but they don’t expect to have one themselves. I
firmly believe that spirituality of stewardship can
help correct this false premise. Let’s begin the corrective process by coming up with a definition of
spirituality. I believe that the best and most barebones definition of spirituality is “The lens through
which we encounter and respond to God’s presence in our lives.”
My interest in stewardship was first piqued because I was looking for ways to get members of the
parish more involved in the life of the parish. It
was while I was searching for ways to present the
spirituality of stewardship to members of the Parish that it dawned on me that if I were going to ask
others to do something, I had to be willing to do it
myself — always a good philosophy. My journey
from introducing stewardship to embracing it for
myself was an axial moment in my life as both a
believer and a priest.

by: Rev. Joseph Creedon
ICSC / July 2018 Newsletter

When the parish leadership team
first introduced stewardship and
when I first embraced it, we asked
members of the parish to become
stewards of the Good News of Jesus Christ. In the Parish bulletin we did not ask for
volunteers; we asked for stewards.
I embraced stewardship before the American Bishops wrote their wonderful 1992 pastoral letter,
Stewardship: A Disciples Response. That document
gave me a vocabulary to better explain stewardship and a format to help me evaluate my efforts to
both embrace and live stewardship.
The bishops explained stewardship as a four-step
process: What identifies a steward? Safeguarding
material and human resources and using them responsibly are one answer; so is generously giving
of time, talent and treasure. But being a Christian
steward means more. As Christian stewards (1)
we receive God’s gifts gratefully, (2) cultivate them
responsibly, (3) share them lovingly in justice with
others, and (4) return them with increase to the
Lord.”

And God Laughed — Through a child’s eyes …
Dear God, Please put another holiday between Easter and Christmas.
There is nothing good in there now.
from Ginny

Another Eagle Soars!

C

by Rich Leydon, Scout Master Troop 125

ongratulations to Christopher Kardys on
earning the rank of Eagle Scout. His Eagle
project entailed leading a group of volunteers in conducting upgrades and repairs to North
Canton Community United Methodist Church.
The work included insulation of heating and cooling ducts, weather-stripping windows, and replacing light bulbs with high efficiency LEDs. He also
installed a vapor barrier in the basement of the
church. Additionally, Chris was able to recycle
many of the older incandescent light bulbs. This
project will help his church save on electrical,
heating and cooling and help the environment.
Chris raised almost $1,500 for this project by host-

ing a spaghetti dinner at his
church and a bottle drive. He
was also successful in getting
some of the materials donated.
Troop 125 will begin meeting
in the Parish Center Great
Hall in October due to Saint Therese Parish’s parking lot construction. We are always looking for new
young men who wish to become members of Scouting. If you would like any information, feel free to
contact Scout Master Richard Leydon at 860-3319506.
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Scholarship Winner—Cassidy Irzyk

T

he Knights of Columbus has awarded one
of three $1,500 scholarships to Cassidy Irzyk of Saint Therese Parish. The annual
KofC scholarship is awarded based on practicing
Catholic values, Parish involvement and community
service. Cassidy has excelled
in these areas and we congratulate her on being selected.
Cassidy is attending

by David Kulas, KofC Grand Knight

Westfield State College in Massachusetts. We wish
her the best as she continues her education.
The Knights of Columbus Council 2758 serves the
Parishes of Saint Therese in Granby, St. Catherine of
Siena and St. Mary’s in Simsbury. If you would like
more information about the Knights of Columbus
or would like to join us as a member, please contact
David Kulas, 860-874-8251.

Recipe - Zucchini Bread

...from St. Therese Church Cookbook

by Diane Blimling

Ingredients:
3 eggs
1 cup oil
3 cups flour
1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon baking power

C

ombine all ingredients.
floured bread pans.

2 cups sugar
2 cups grated Zucchini (remove seeds/leave skin; use medium grater)
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoons vanilla
Mix well and pour into two greased and

Bake at 325°F for one hour. Note this freezes well.

First & Second Year Confirmation Class

T

he Sacrament of Confirmation at Saint
Therese Parish is a two year program. It
confers the special graces of the Holy Spirit upon the person being confirmed. Confirmation increases and deepens all the graces granted
at Baptism. It gives us special strength to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.
As you prepare to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation, you will
see that preparation involves
learning, sharing, serving, fellowship, spiritual growth and fun!

by Jackie Wielgoszinski

You will be given the opportunity to learn more
about your Catholic faith and what it means to be a
disciple of Jesus Christ.
On September 9th, there will be an orientation and
registration meeting in the Parish Center. First year
Confirmation candidates (Grade 9 and higher) will
meet from 9:15 to 10:30am. Second year Confirmation candidates will meet from 11:30 to 12:30pm.
We are looking forward to meeting everyone.
“If you do not teach your child to follow Christ,
the world will teach them not to.” (PROVERBS 22)

And God Laughed — Through a child’s eyes …
Dear God, Thank you for the baby brother,
but what I prayed for was a puppy.
Autumn … 2018
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A Cathedral for the Future

A

ny of us who have recently traveled
through Hartford or have been to the Cathedral of St. Joseph, were sure to notice
the ubiquitous scaffolding surrounding the towering steeple. The work being done on the Cathedral
is part of the Forward with Faith capital improvement campaign that was recently initiated by the
Archdiocese of
Hartford. In fact
the steeple renovation is only
the first phase of
the project.
Maria Zone, the
Director of Communication for the Archdiocese describes the Forward with Faith campaign as “a historic undertaking, the first archdiocesan-wide capital campaign
in the 175-year history of the Archdiocese. Being
implemented in every parish throughout the Archdiocese during the next three years, the campaign
will be conducted by The Hartford Bishops’ Foundation, Inc., which serves as the vehicle to help the
Archdiocese fulfill its strategic vision and mission.
The campaign recognizes that in order for the
Archdiocese to be vibrant, its parishes must be vibrant. With this in mind, Forward with Faith places
great emphasis on securing the resources to ensure
that parishes will be prepared to nurture the next
generation of Catholics. In addition, the campaign
will invest in Catholic education, and respond to
the growing needs of the disadvantaged and vulnerable by increasing the reach and capabilities of
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Hartford.”
The Hartford Bishops’ Foundation is a long-term
collaborative that is meant to evoke Hartford’s traditional secular “bishops,” as they were once
known. Historically, these secular bishops were
civic, business and Church leaders who partnered
to resolve urgent needs for the people residing in
the metropolitan Hartford region. It was a dynamic collaboration that “rose up together” each time a
new socio-economic challenge emerged needing
immediate attention. Archbishop Leonard Blair
serves as the president of The Hartford Bishops’
Foundation Inc.

by Michael Mottola

The current steeple project involves cleaning the
outer limestone and repairing structural damage,
including the bell tower and the cross that crowns
it. A new illumination system will also be installed
in the steeple making it a beacon of light and symbol of hope in the city and the Archdiocese of
Hartford.
Repairs to the
front plaza are
also
planned,
along with developing a Cathedral Square
to include a pedestrian mall,
memorial park area, public gardens, and a gathering place for the entire community. In addition,
renovation of the lower Cathedral to create a new
Cathedral Hall, featuring education and community meeting facilities, a dining area, and a mausoleum, are also projects slated for completion in the
longer term.
Archbishop Blair has provided additional details
of the Forward with Faith project by describing a
“master plan” that exists to build upon the goal of
creating a “unified and green” Cathedral precinct
in the urban scheme of downtown Hartford. It is
hoped this Cathedral precinct will support a context of integration into the surrounding city fabric,
a vital asset of daily life for Connecticut residents
and tourists. The emphasis is on the opportunity
to achieve a new “physical reference” for the Cathedral to the site, the street-scapes that define the
site, and the surrounding community. Through
the creation of an accessible and cohesive open
space framework, the campus will achieve a new
“sense of place.” The integration of public gardens
into the Cathedral precinct will heighten the image
of the Cathedral of Saint Joseph, as will a “Mothers
Garden” and pavilion.
The current Cathedral building was consecrated
on May 15, 1962, and was built to replace the former building that had been destroyed by a fire in
1956. The structure is made from poured concrete
with limestone overlay. Under the direction of The
… continued on page 7
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A Cathedral for the Future … continued from page 6
Roman Institute of Liturgical Art, only worthy artists from Italy and France were selected to adorn the
new Cathedral. It houses an 8,000 pipe Austin Organ which resounds throughout the cavernous nave.
Through the recent pastoral planning undertaking, the Archdiocese of Hartford now consists of 127 Parishes that serve approximately 538,000 parishioners through 397 priests and 207 deacons. The renovation of the Cathedral of St. Joseph, and the scope and vision of the Forward with Faith campaign, are vital
next steps in ensuring a strong and vibrant church for us and for future generations.
More information can be found at: http://archdioceseofhartford.org/restoration-of-the-cathedral-of-saint-joseph
-in-hartford-is-underway/, or http://archdioceseofhartford.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/hbffaqs.pdf.
Editor’s Note: Information provided on the Cathedral artwork and the organ at the Cathedral of St. Joseph was obtained
from an article in the Fall 2007 issue of the St. Therese Newsletter, written by then middle school students Evan McCarthy and
Stephen Klotzman.

2018 VBS — Splash Canyon
During the second week of July,
the Parish Center Great Hall and
lawn were transformed by several
of our adventurous and outgoing
teens, tweens, and brave adults
into a fun and exciting place. This summer’s Vacation Bible School, themed “Splash Canyon: God’s
Promise on Life’s Wild Ride,” was attended by 20 of
our youngest parishioners who explored our
Catholic faith through singing, dancing, crafts,
games, stories, and more! Special guests included
Cinnamon the Ferret, with his handler Carter
Fleming. Fr. Tom also visited a number of times
throughout the week. Campers and volunteers
alike jumped onboard the #kindnessrock wave that
was sweeping the area!

by Aimee Menapace

The week ended with everyone laying their hands over a collection of
painted rocks, created during the
week, as they helped Fr. Tom with a
special blessing. These rocks will be
placed throughout the Saint Therese Parish property, once the current parking lot project is completed.
Be on the lookout for these rocks, and feel free to
take one home for your garden, to share with a
friend, or simply to enjoy something God and our
young campers created! Many thanks to the volunteers, the campers, and to all of their families for a
wonderful week filled with fun, faith, and friendship.
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Saint Therese Men’s Retreat

T

he men’s retreat at Holy Family Retreat
Center in West Hartford will be Friday
through Sunday, January 18-20, 2019. All
men of our Parish are invited to attend. We are all
very busy and find it difficult to find time for ourselves. The retreat is a great way to meet other
men from surrounding parishes, to unwind and
share your beliefs and feelings. You will find that
we all have similar issues in our day-to-day lives.

by Mark Hallenbeck

Mass and brunch at no extra
charge).
There is a fee/
offering, but it can be adjusted
based on what you can afford.

You might also want to enjoy some breathing space
by arriving a day early on Thursday night after dinner. On Friday you can sleep in, have a nutritious
breakfast and lunch, take a quiet walk, or catch up
on some rest before the inspiring weekend retreat
The theme for the 2019 retreats at Holy Family is begins. To sign up for A Day to Breathe, simply regNo Ordinary Path: Holiness in Everyday Life. God ister as an "Individual with A Day to Breathe" when
has called all of us to lives of holiness. No Ordi- you pick your retreat weekend.
nary Path will explore ways that we can be attentive, intentional, and cooperative with God’s grace Holy Family Retreat Center also offers Women's
in serving the world. Together we will take a themed retreats. They are as follows:
journey, with the hope of discovering that who we
January 4-6, 2019
January 25-27, 2019
are and what we do matters. We’ll reflect on how
March 1-3, 2019
April 5-7, 2019
living an ordinary life of holiness can lead to exMay 31, 2019 – June 2, 2019
traordinary happiness and peace.
If you would like to attend, or have any questions
Retreats begin with a buffet dinner at 6pm on Fri- about what a retreat is like, please contact Mark
day evening, and concludes with the celebration Hallenbeck (MARKMWEM@GMAIL.COM or 860-748of the Eucharist on Sunday morning, followed by 0283). Visit WWW.HOLYFAMILYRETREAT.ORG for more
a hot brunch at noon (families are welcome to the information.

Father
Flood ...

In Memorium

T

S

hese parishioners were celebrated
at a funeral or memorial Mass during the last few months. We ask
that you to keep them in your prayers.

Welcome to the Faith

aint Therese Parish recently welcomed these new parishioners into
the Parish family through the Sacrament of Baptism.

John Smalley

Cameron Jean Gero - Daughter of Erika & Michael

Clifford Thorstenson

Nathan Joseph Rink - Son of Jessica & Justin

Marion Stevenson
Charlotte Ziolo

Cora Elaine Robling - Daughter of Jessica & Marc
Elizabeth Janna Dombkowski - Daughter of Denise & Michael
Autumn … 2018
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Parishioner Tom Malloy wanted to share a recent column
from The Examen, by Fr. James Martin, sj...

Bless Our Priests

How kind are you? That’s an important question to ask as
you look back over your day. May Christians get obsessed
with following a variety of rules — Did I take the name of
the Lord in vain? Did I tell any white lies? Did I make it to
Mass today?—that they forget that one of the most basic
requirements about the Christian life is to be kind. That’s
not the only thing that is required of course, but without
that the rest of the Christian life doesn’t make much
sense. Are you kind and charitable and respectful to people? Or are you a jerk, talking behind their backs, putting
your needs ahead of theirs, and maybe even short or rude
or mean with people? Here in New York the great sin is
sarcasm, and some days it seems like everyone wants to
make fun or get the best of someone.

They offer up Your sacrifice,
they hear our every sin.
They bring Your word alive to us
to conquer outside din.
They marry us, they bury us,
and baptize babies too.
If we no longer had our priests,
whatever would we do?
So Lord, we pray for them today,
protect them from all vice.
For after all, they heard Your call,
to give their sacrifice.
Please bless our priests we humbly pray,
They’re representing You.
For when You bless our priests dear Lord
You give us blessings too.

So maybe today you could ask yourself …
Was I kind?

By Lu delCampo

The Rose & Candle welcomes contributions from any and all parishioners.
Please send your poetry or thoughts (prose) to dk-church@att.net. Thank You!

And God Laughed — Through a child’s eyes …
Dear God, Thank you for the baby brother,
but what I prayed for was a puppy.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

from Joyce

by Terry Hahn

T

he Prayer Shawl Ministry is a ministry in
itself. It is not part of the Ladies Guild,
even though they share several members!
This Ministry’s members work together in creating beautiful prayer shawls,
prayer squares, and baptismal
garments.
The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on two different
days each month. The reasoning for two meetings
is to give everyone an opportunity to be part of
this ministry. One group meets on the second
Thursday of each month at 10am in the Parish
Center Lounge. There is another group that meets
once a month on Sundays at noon. Each meeting
lasts for about two hours. Look to the weekly bulletin (under “Calendar Short Notes” on the front
page) for exact dates.

Even though the Ministry does not meet during the
summer months of July and August, many of its
members stay busy knitting and crocheting. Prayer
squares are made while traveling on business or
while watching TV. One member took up the challenge of providing instruction to a shut-in on how
to knit a prayer shawl. Another went to her high
school reunion and met a woman involved with the
Prayer Shawl Ministry in her Parish in Bristol.
They shared information on prayer squares, noting
the ones they make are much smaller than what we
make here.
All in all, the Prayer Shawl Ministry is a busy, active, and vital group. Every member is looking forward to the 2018-2019 ministry year beginning in
September.
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Religion Classes Begin

by Johanna Baril

M

any of us are aware of, and have attended
the STAFFF meetings to increase our
knowledge of the Catholic faith. Not everyone might know that there are separate monthly
classes during the school year for Pre-K, Kindergarten and first grade students. Read on if you
know a youngster that may enjoy these classes!

There is plenty of craft time and
music played, and even an occasional fun video is watched.

The purpose of the classes are to
help the children begin to understand the Catholic faith and
prepare them for the sacraments
During the 10:30am Mass there are classes for Pre- they may receive in second grade: First ReconciliaK, Kindergarten and first grade students in the tion and Holy Communion.
Parish Center’s classrooms. These classes focus on
the good works of Jesus through storytelling and The first class for Pre-K, Kindergarten and first
coloring or crafts. During class there is prayer graders is September 16th, but please sign-up bepractice and the reading of bible stories. The lives forehand by emailing the STAFFF office. We look
of saints are discussed and annual events like Ad- forward to seeing and welcoming all our younger
vent, Christmas, Lent and Easter are explained. students to class!

St. Bernard Cemetery

by John Doyle Jr.

St. Bernard’s Cemetery was originally established
in 1865, and is now under the ownership of Saint
Therese Parish. It is the only Catholic cemetery in
the Simsbury, Granby and East Granby area. As
of 2018, there are approximately 3,500 persons
buried in St. Bernard’s Cemetery. There are about
450 unsold grave plots.
There is a section within St. Bernard’s Cemetery
named “Holy Innocents,” which was established
in the early 1950s to be used for the burial of infants and young children. The majority of the infants resting there were premature babies; the oldest child was 4 years old. Recently the Cemetery
Committee, under the direction of Fr. Tom, decided to raise all the flat grave markers that have
been installed over the past 50 years. The markers
had settled into the ground and many were overgrown. All these markers now have a gravel base
to ensure they will not sink again. The Committee
also felt it would be worthwhile to erect a vertical
monument to mark this very special section of the
Cemetery. D’Agata Memorials in Windsor cut
and engraved the monument and, after the Com-

mittee approved the proposed design, it was installed for a total cost of
about $3,500.
The majority of the expenditures for the St. Bernard Cemetery are maintenance
-- mowing, snow removal, tree pruning and removal are typically the largest expenses. The Holy
Innocents project was the first time in many years
where a pro-active position to upgrade our cemetery was taken.
When St. Bernard’s Cemetery was first established,
it was intended primarily for just the Parish’s members. Now, as there are still many available graves,
the Cemetery will open to the parishes of St. Mary’s
Church in Simsbury and St. Catherine of Siena
Church in West Simsbury. Grave plots may be purchased outright for $1,200, or a payment plan can
be arranged. Call the Parish Office and leave your
name and phone number. You will be contacted to
view what is available.

CROSSWORD ANSWERS: Across: 1-Church; 3-Parades; 6-Family; 7-Turkey; 8-Maize; 9-Indians; 12-Cranberry; 13-Pilgrims
Down: 1-Cornucopia; 2-Gravy; 3-Pumpkin Pie; 4-Stuffing; 5-Spices; 10-Prayer; 11-Yam
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Getting to Know You—Jim Yanosy

J

im Yanosy, and the Contemporary Choir at
Saint Therese Parish, has been a fixture for
many years. Although Jim was born in Lincoln, New Hampshire and raised in Bridgeport,
Connecticut, he and his family have been in Granby since 1972.
Music has always been a part of Jim’s life. From
the time he was young, the entire family would
gather to sing together. For his high school graduation, Jim received his first guitar. When Jim and
his wife, Mary, moved to Granby they joined Saint
Therese Parish. Jim was part of the choir when
the new Saint Therese church was dedicated in
1972. Around 1980, the conventional choir disbanded. As a member of the Parish Council, Jim
suggested to Fr. Hastillo that a new choir be
formed with an effort to engage high school students and to focus on contemporary church music
with guitar accompaniment. Thus, began the current contemporary music choir, which sings at the
10:30am Mass. Jim said, “This choir now is nearing its fortieth year and friendships have developed such that the choir is more than just people
getting together to sing and play music, but it is
an extended family where we share in each other's
joys, celebrations, weddings and the general ups
and downs of life. Now, with Father Tom as pastor and with the new people from St. Bernard's,
the choir has grown to eighteen members with

by Vickie Dirienzo

guitar, oboe, English horn, violin, viola, mandolin, and trumpet instrumentalists.”
Professionally, Jim has a degree in
Mechanical Engineering. He also has
his Master’s degree and received his
doctorate in 1985. Jim was initially
with Combustion Engineering, and then in 1977
joined Hamilton Standard where he remained until
his retirement in 2011. At Hamilton Standard, he
worked on systems engineering for the environmental control of the space suit, the space shuttle,
the space station, and nuclear submarines. Along
the way, he also received several patents.
Jim and Mary have five children and thirteen grandchildren, many who have been involved with the
choir. Over the years, Jim has volunteered in many
ways. In addition to the choir he has been a lector
and served on the Parish Council for several years,
two as its chair. In the town of Granby, Jim has
been most active with youth sports where he
coached soccer, baseball and basketball. He also
helped to establish the boys and girl’s basketball
league in town. Jim shared, “While coaching or just
watching my kids play sports, like my daughter
Cathy doing gymnastics (which thank God I did not
coach!), I met so many people in the town, have
such wonderful memories, and have made lifelong
friends.”

St. Francis of Assisi

S

t. Francis was the son of a rich cloth merchant. He was also disinherited, was a brawler, soldier, prisoner of war,
and street preacher of purity and peace. He composed songs, hymns to God and nature. He lived as a hermit
among the animals of the forest and mountains, and received the stigmata while in meditation on Mt. Alvernia. In
honor of his October feast day, The Rose & Candle Magazine is publishing his well known prayer.
Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace. Where there is hatred, let me bring love.
Where there is offense, let me bring pardon. Where there is discord, let me bring union.
Where there is error, let me bring truth. Where there is doubt, let me bring faith.
Where there is despair, let me bring hope. Where there is darkness, let me bring Your light.
Where there is sadness, let me bring joy.
O Master, let me not seek as much to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love,
for it is in giving that one receives, it is self-forgetting that one finds,
it is in pardoning that one is pardoned,
it is in dying that one is raised to eternal life.
Saint Therese Parish will hold a blessing for all pets on October 4 at 6pm in honor of St. Francis of Assisi.
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Thanks to Michael Mottola
Fun stuff to do … by yourself, with a friend, or with mom & dad!
Delight in solving this Thanksgiving crossword
puzzle. You can find the answers on page 10,
but we encourage you to give it a try without
peaking!
Good Luck & Enjoy!

ACROSS
1. Place of Worship
3. Thanksgiving Day entertainment
6. Relatives
7. Favorite entre (main dish)
8. Corn
9. Original guests
12. ___ Sauce
13. Original Hosts

DOWN
1. Horn of Plenty
2. Potato Topping
3. Favorite Dessert (2 words)
4. Dressing
5. Herbs
10. Blessing
11. Sweet Potato

Father
Flood ...
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DATES ARE CORRECT AT PRESS TIME. HOWEVER, SUBSEQUENT CHANGES MAY OCCUR

PARISH CALENDAR …
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

26
Magazine - final proof
VIRTUS Class
E.Granby Food Collection

September, 2018

Wednesday

27

— REFER TO PARISH BULLETIN FOR DETAILS

28

Thursday

29

Friday
30

Saturday
31

1

7

8

Parish Office
Closed

2

3

4

5

6

Labor Day
HoB Sandwiches
Boy Scouts

Parish Office
Closed

Recon./Comm. Orientation
Granby Food Collection

9
Confirmation Orientation
Prayer Shawl
Granby Food Collection

10

16
Fellowship Sunday
Reconciliation
I-GIFT

17

11
Boy Scouts

Guild Mass &
Pot Luck

12
Shindig Mtg.

18
HoB Sandwiches
Boy Scouts

13

14

15

20

21

22

Prayer Shawl

19
Shindig Mtg.

Shindig - Fall Festival

Parish Office Hours - Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday (9am-1pm)

23
I-GIFT

24
30

25
Bible Study
Boy Scouts

E.Granby
Food Collection

26

30
Rite of Enrollment
E.Granby food Collection

7
Magazine - Planning
STAFFF
I-GIFT
Prayer Shawl
14
Fellowship Sunday
Reconciliation
Granby Food Collection
21
Salt & Light: A comedy for
Kids (60th Anniv.-F.Runyeon)
I-GIFT
Confirmation
28
E.Granby Food Collection

28

Bible Study

E.Granby Food Collection

Parish Office Hours - Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday (9am-1pm)

Monday

Tuesday

Parish Office
Closed

8
Columbus Day

Parish Office
Closed

15
Guild Program

3

Saturday
5

6

12

13

STAFFF

11
Prayer Shawl

17

Granby Food Collection

18

19

Bible Study
RCIA

23

25

26

Bible Study
RCIA

27
E.Granby Food Collection

31
Bible Study
RCIA

20
LUKE: Stories on the Road
(60th Anniv.-F.Runyeon)

24

30
Bible Study
Boy Scouts
Shindig Mtg.

4

10
Bible Study
RCIA
Shindig Mtg.

Bible Study
Boy Scouts
29

Friday

Feast of
St. Francis

Bible Study

9

16
HoB Sandwiches
Bible Study
Boy Scouts

22

Thursday

Blessing of Animals

Bible Study
Boy Scouts

Parish Office
Closed

October, 2018

Wednesday

1
2
Feast of
HoB Sandwiches
St. Therese of
Bible Study
the Child Jesus
Boy Scouts

29
Rite of Enrollment

PARISH CALENDAR …
Sunday

27

1
All Saints Day
Mass: 8:30a & 7p

Parish Office Hours - Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday (9am-1pm)

Autumn … 2018

2
STAFFF

3
Archdiocesan Women’s
Conference
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DATES ARE CORRECT AT PRESS TIME. HOWEVER, SUBSEQUENT CHANGES MAY OCCUR

PARISH CALENDAR …
Sunday
28

Monday

Tuesday
29

November, 2018

Wednesday
30

Bible Study
Boy Scouts
Shindigs

— REFER TO PARISH BULLETIN FOR DETAILS

Thursday

31
Bible Study
RCIA

Friday

1
All Saints Day
Mass: 8:30a & 7p

Saturday
2

STAFFF

3
Archdiocesan Women’s
Conference

Parish Office Hours - Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday (9am-1pm)

4
STAFFF
I-GIFT
Prayer Shawl

5

11
Magazine - 1st Proof
Fellowship Sunday
Reconciliation

12

18
THANKSGIVING FOOD
COLLECTION
Magazine - 2nd Proof
I-GIFT
Confirmation
25

19

6
HoB Sandwiches
Bible Study
Boy Scouts

8

9

Magazine Articles
Due
Prayer Shawl

Bible Study
RCIA
Shindig Mtg.

13
Bible Study
Boy Scouts

Guild - Flower
Arrangements

7

14

Shindigs Paint Night

15

16

Bible Study
RCIA
Shindig Mtg.
20

HoB Sandwiches
Boy Scouts

10

17
THANKSGIVING FOOD
COLLECTION

21

22

23

24

30

1

Thanksgiving
(Mass - 9am)

RCIA

Parish Office Closed

26

27
Boy Scouts

28
RCIA

29

Parish Office
Closed

Father Flood ...

Articles on Stewardship are reprinted with permission from the International Catholic Stewardship Council.
“Father Flood” cartoons reprinted with permission and are courtesy of Liturgical Publications, Inc.
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Join the 60th Anniversary Committee
as we welcome

back to Saint Therese Parish for two special performances!

October 20th
Saint Therese Parish Center
Great Hall
6pm -- Dinner
7pm -- Performance
(in Church)

October 21st
Parish Center Great Hall
11:30am -- Continental
Breakfast

1pm -- Performance

All are welcome to visit with Frank after either performance.
He will happily greet everyone for autographs and/or photos.

Call the Parish Office to register --- 860.653.3371
Free Will Offering to help offset costs is gratefully appreciated!
Autumn … 2018

