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Off the Top of My Head

E

ach year the Church gives us a
significant period of time and
encourages us to become the people
God wants us to be. Lent is here. We
are expected to increase our prayer,
fasting, and works of mercy. Here are
some helpful suggestions:
PRAYER: Again we will distribute
Little Black Books.” These are a wonderful aid to daily
prayer. Setting aside a few moments at the beginning of
our day can “set the tone” for the rest of the day. Or -ending the day with a review and prayer can prepare us for
a restful sleep. Both practices are appropriate for Lent and
for life.
FASTING: Archbishop Blair has suggested a great addition to fasting. We fast from food on Ash Wednesday and
Good Friday. Also on those days, we can “fast” from using
our phones! Archbishop Blair calls it an “I Phone Fast.”
We can further sanctify those days by assuring ourselves
of minimal distractions and enter more deeply into what
self-discipline means.
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WORKS OF MERCY … can be expressed by Stewardship
to our Parish. Sharing our time, talent and treasures
shows God our gratitude for the mercy and gifts He showers on us. Everyone will soon (if not already) receive the
annual Stewardship Commitment pamphlet and cover letter. I encourage all of you -- old and new parishioners
alike -- to join one of the many ministry options available
here at St. Therese. Parish ministries need your help to
continue to do their good works not only for the Parish and
our people, but the communities around us.
We are aware of the reconfiguration that is coming to our
parishes and Archdiocese. Soon, specific decisions will be
addressed. The degree of involvement and breadth of
Stewardship opportunities that are active in each Parish
will be significant in assessing the vitality and viability of
each. I remind you of our motto, We Make Church Together.
May this Lent be a time of deepening faith and closer relationship with Jesus, our Lord.

New Eagle Scout

by Deborah Klotzman

O

n a sunny and warm Saturday afternoon in February, I was privileged to attend a ceremony and
celebration that was held in the Parish Center’s Great Hall.
Fifteen-year-old Andrew Bean officially received the highest award in Boy Scouting, the Eagle
Scout Award. You might recognize
Andrew as one of our 5pm Altar
Servers.
Surrounded by family,
friends and the members of his
Troop, Andrew was front and center,
receiving his medal, neckerchief and
patch.
Andrew’s Eagle project was creating
a garden at Wells Road School. Andrew, along with family, fellow scouts
and friends, laid out the project, excavated the site, laid brick, installed a
bench and plants, and finally spread bark mulch. Thanks
to his hard work and organizational skills, this garden is a
beautiful addition to the School.
On display at the ceremony were Andrew’s Cub Scout uniforms, Pine Wood Derby citations, badges and patches.
There was also a table displaying congratulations from the
State of Connecticut’s General Assembly and Governor

Malloy. His proud parents, Jim and Beth, sister Alexis, and
two sets of grandparents were on hand to share in the celebration. Guests brought food items for the Granby Fook
Bank; thirteen bags were
delivered and very much
appreciated.
Congratulations, Andrew, on
a job very well done!
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Christians are called to be grateful stewards

F

aith is a gift. It is a beacon of light that shines in our
darkness. We all experience the pain, suffering and
confusion that are caused by darkness in our lives. We
cannot overcome the world’s darkness by our own efforts,
but our faith tells us that we can open our minds and
hearts to the light of Christ and, so, “journey through time”
illumined by His brightness.
The Church teaches that faith comes as the result of a personal encounter with Jesus Christ. How well do we know
Him? How deeply do we love Him? How effectively do we
serve Him by responding to the most profound needs of
our sisters and brothers in faith?
The light of Christ shines through our darkness. It illumines the shadows of our life and touches us in what Pope
Francis describes as “the core of our being.” When we
see with faith, we recognize the meaning of our lives.
Through faith, our minds and hearts are opened to the
truth. We are not orphans. We are the sons and daughters of God, the brothers and sisters of Christ Jesus, who
are called to see and to believe with great joy!
As people of faith, we are called to thank God for this great
gift of faith. But in giving thanks, expressing our gratitude
in thought and word is only an initial aspect of being a
grateful believer. We are called not only to say thanks to
God, but to do thanks to God as well. This expression of
gratitude in action is what is called stewardship. Stewardship is a response in faith to all the gifts we have been given by a loving and generous God.
This “response in faith” is not supposed to be a form of
“payback” in which we calculate the value of what we have
received and give exactly that much back to the giver.
Rather, it’s intended to be a more intense expression of
gratitude, a more emphatic way of saying that we are
aware of having received and that we want to express that
awareness by gratefully giving in return.

Respect Life Ministry

T

he Respect Life
Ministry continues
to grow. St. Therese Parish, through our Respect
Life Ministry, endeavors to
promote the culture of life for every person from the moment of conception to the moment of death from natural
causes. We provide material and help locally to St.
Gerard’s Center for Life, located in Hartford. The Center
offers vital emotional, spiritual and material help to mothers who require assistance to carry their babies to fullterm. In addition, the Center helps mothers find employment and educational opportunities, mentors them in
achieving self-sufficiency, and provides information on accessing community resources.
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Gratitude in action is more
demanding than just expressing thanks with words.
It’s more elaborate. It costs
more. It’s more complicated. But it is also more expressive. And the more we
have been given, the more
we are expected to give in return. Unless there is a willingness to give in return, the gratitude we express with
words can easily become a mere formality.
Stewardship is the term used to express our giving in return to the Lord who has given everything to us. Stewardship is not just “time, talent and treasure.” It’s not simply a
technique for asking people to contribute more to the
Church in order to pay the light bills and keep Parish and
school ministries going. Stewardship is translating putting
our faith into action.
The practice of stewardship is not a once-in-a-while thing,
any more than gratitude to God is a once-in-a-while thing.
Gratitude, and the expression of it in word and action, are
supposed to be habitual in our lives. They are part of what
we are about in our day-to-day lives, every day. They are
constituent elements of our Christian spirituality, of faith in
action.
Let’s thank God for all His gifts. Let’s be grateful stewards
whose words and actions show that we are responsible,
generous and willing to give back to the Lord with increase. Let’s be grateful believers who do thanks as well
as say it.
Editors Note: Mr. Conway is a graduate of Saint Meinrad College
(BA), Indiana University (MA), and St. Meinrad School of Theology (MRE). Mr. Conway is senior vice president of GP Catholic
Services, a Washington-based consulting firm dedicated to partnering with the Church to help proclaim the Gospel and serve
those in need.

by Josephine O’Leary
During the Lenten season, we sponsor a Baby Bottle Drive
for St. Gerard’s. The bottles will be available at the
Church doors beginning on Ash Wednesday (March 1).
Parishioners can bring a bottle home, and children can
participate by putting coins to help the babies have food
and clothing. Envelopes for checks are provided and can
be returned with the bottles to the Church vestibule.
Watch for reminders in our Parish bulletin.
Our second fundraiser, a Baby Shower for St. Gerard’s
Center, is held in the month of May, the month dedicated
to our Blessed Mother. It’s never too early to start collecting new and gently-used baby and toddler clothes, blankets, diapers, and small toys. Again, watch the bulletin for
specific dates and details.
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Book Review: Women, Food, and God

W

hile cataloging books for our Parish’s library, I
came upon a book entitled Women, Food, and
God: An Unexpected Path to Almost Everything by
Geneen Roth. I thought: Whoa! Really?? An unexpected
path to “almost everything?” I had to read this book!
I wasn’t disappointed. Geneen Roth has worked for 30
years with her own weight struggle, along with hundreds of
thousands of people in workshops, using inquiry, selfcaring, meditation, and seven eating guidelines to achieve
a healthy weight and positive self-image. Her writing style
is easy to read and filled with humor. She believes that we
eat the way we live, and that our relationship to food, money, and love is a reflection of our deepest held beliefs
about ourselves and the amount of joy, abundance, pain,
and scarcity we believe we have (or are allowed to have)
in our lives. Her approach has been called “mindful eating,” which resonated with me as ‘becoming mindful’ is an
important concept I am trying to learn and practice.
Defined as a “mental state achieved by focusing one’s
awareness on the present moment, while calmly acknowledging and accepting one’s feelings, thoughts, and bodily
sensations,” mindfulness in eating involves awareness, not
deprivation. In Ms. Roth’s words, being present in the moment changes how we see ourselves. She emphasizes
paying attention to when we are hungry, what our bodies

Pope
Francis
Says ...
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want, what we are eating, and when we’ve had enough.
Let me give you a sneak preview of Geneen’s eating
guidelines:
 Eat when you are hungry;
 Eat sitting down in a calm environment (this does not include the
car!);
 Eat without distractions including
radio, television, newspapers,
books,
intense
or
anxietyproducing conversations or music;
 Eat what your body wants;
 Eat until you are satisfied;
 Eat in full view of others;
 Eat with enjoyment and pleasure.
While I can’t say I’ve discovered a path to “almost everything” desirable in life by reading this book, I can highly
recommend it. Ms. Roth’s work has helped thousands
achieve healthier eating, and other healthier habits by
making peace with their bodies. I also found the words of
her clients, as recorded in the book, to be most encouraging. For more information about her work and books, visit
geneenroth.com.

If evil is contagious, so is goodness.
Let us be infected by goodness and let us spread goodness!

Prayer Shawl Ministry

J

anuary snows couldn’t stop the Prayer Shawl Ministry members from meeting in the Parish Center’s Youth Room in
order to continue to create beautiful prayer shawls. These industrious ladies continue to meet throughout the year creating
prayer shawls for brides, new mothers, grandmothers and
grandfathers, hospice patients, birthday or Christmas gifts,
along with those needing the comfort of a warm embrace.
If you are interested in knitting or crocheting for this ministry,
make sure to check off the “Want to Join” box when you receive
your Stewardship Commitment pamphlet. Another way to join
would be to call Beverly Baird (860-653-9832), or the Parish
Office. There is a great selection of shawls to pick from in the
Parish Center. There is no charge for selecting a shawl; however, monetary contributions toward the purchase of Lion Brand
Homespun yarn are always welcome.

Prayer Shawl Ministry members at their January meeting
(L/R, front) Joan Kyle, Peg McLaughlin, Teresa Thomas, Beverly Baird
(L/R Back) Johanna Audolensky, Marjorie McGuinness, Judy Guarco,
Joanne Mayornick, Diane Blimling
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Saint Agatha
I have been thinking a lot
about how to eloquently present my case for why I want
St. Agatha, the Patron Saint
of Breast Cancer, to be a
part of me for the rest of my
life. I mean, picking a saint
isn’t as easy as picking a
nail polish to match your
dress: you can take that
nail polish off if you don’t like how it suits you and repaint your nails. On the other hand, when you pick a
saint, it is permanent: you can’t take that name away
or pretend you didn’t pick it. Therefore, I wanted to
be confident in my decision. With much consideration, I have chosen St. Agatha of Sicily to be my patron saint. With that decision comes the great question of “Why?”
First off, St. Agatha was loyal to God, the One who
gave her life. At a young age, Agatha dedicated her
life to God, restraining from anything and everything
that distracted her from her life of devotion. Even in
the toughest conditions, her faith is what brought her
through. For example, when a man of high power,
Quintian, wanted to have her hand in marriage, he
brought her before a judge. At a time of persecution,
he thought that she would be so terrified that she
would give in and marry him. Yet, Agatha remained
true to the “Man” she found most important. All she
said was, “Jesus Christ, Lord of all, You see my
heart, You know my desires. Possess all that I am. I
am Your sheep; make me worthy to overcome the
devil.”
Afterwards, due to her denial of marriage, Quintian
sent Agatha to a brothel, where she was assaulted
and suffered from humiliation. Nonetheless, her faith
never waivered; she got through because of her Savior. Her faith angered Quintian, so then he had her
tortured. Part of the torture she is said to have suffered was to have her breasts cut off. Therefore, she
became the patron saint of breast cancer because
her suffering is symbolic of what a breast cancer patient may have to undergo. The cutting off of her
breasts, like a mastectomy, was the final step before
Agatha was released from her pain to die as a martyr
for her faith.
Breast cancer has become a phrase that can make
any woman’s stomach drop and her heart become
heavy. Recently the American Cancer Society released frightening statistics about breast cancer.
About 246,660 new cases of invasive breast cancer
will be diagnosed in women; of that, 40,450 women
may die. In simpler terms, approximately 16% of
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women diagnosed with breast cancer will die. Death
rates from breast cancer have been declining since
about 1989, but the number is still too high. On the
positive side, there are more than 2.8 million breast
cancer survivors in the United States, two of them
being my Gram and aunt.
Now this is where my choice of patron saint will seem
more evident. My Gram and aunt are two extremely
important people in my life. My aunt is a ray of truth:
she will tell you how it is, and her opinion matters.
My Gram is someone I can always confide in. She is
there at every one of my games and comforts me
when I am upset. Despite all the suffering my Gram
and aunt had to undergo in order be where they are
today, they still manage to see a glass as half full.
On top of that, my mother gathered the courage to
get a mastectomy in order to try to reduce her chances of getting breast cancer. All in all, breast cancer is
part of my life.
I live in a world in which it is very probable that I
could get this disease. But, like Agatha, I refuse to
let the suffering that comes with something so evil
affect my faith in a power that is much greater. I
have become a part of the Get in Touch Foundation
which raises awareness and money for the cause of
fighting breast cancer. I am also taking my own
health very seriously, avoiding habits that could increase my chance of getting breast cancer. St. Agatha has been an inspiration for me to move forward
and trust my faith in order to bring me through. St.
Agatha also protects women who have faced danger,
like my mother, aunt, and Gram.
With St. Agatha being a part my life, I will continually
feel protected and empowered by her willpower and
faith. As a powerful and virtuous woman, Saint Agatha modeled traits that I wish to develop in my life.
Prayer to St. Agatha for healing of breast cancer
St. Agatha, woman of valor, from your suffering we
have been moved to ask your prayers for those of us
who suffer from breast cancer. We place the
(names) before you, and ask you to intercede on
their behalf. From where you stand in the health of
life eternal, all wounds healed and all tears wiped
away, pray for them and all of us. Pray that God
will give us His holy benediction of health and healing. We remember that you were a victim of torture
and that you learned firsthand of human cruelty and
inhumanity. From what you learned from your own
path of pain, ask God to give us the grace we need to
remain holy in difficulties, not allowing anger or
bitterness to overtake us Amen.
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The Easter Triduum

F

or those of us who have grown up in the Catholic
faith, the end of the Lenten season elicits many varied emotions, along with curiosity and questions. We all
understand the Easter Sunday Mass celebrating Christ’s
resurrection to be the acme of the liturgical year. Additionally, we recognize the solemnity of the Lenten season and
our desires for self-imposed sacrifices, outreach to those
less fortunate than ourselves, and our strengthened desire
for reconciliation with God. But when Holy Week arrives,
the Church embarks upon a departure from its routine
starting with the Masses on Passion (Palm) Sunday and
leading into the shortest season on the Church calendar,
namely the Easter Triduum.
The Easter Triduum (pronounced tri-doo-oom) begins with
the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday and officially ends with the Evening Prayer on Easter Sunday.
Contained within this period of time is the aforementioned
Holy Thursday Mass, the Good Friday Celebration of the
Lord’s Passion, the Great Easter Vigil and all of the Easter
Sunday Masses.
The Mass of the Lord’s Supper (Holy Thursday)
The Mass on Holy Thursday begins like all other Masses. The
first departure from the norm occurs during the singing of the
Gloria. A rubric of the Church
suggests that bells be rung during the singing of the Gloria and
then remain silent until the Gloria
is again sung at the Great Easter
Vigil. While it is no longer a requirement, the tradition in many Churches is to use the
organ for as minimal support as possible during the period
between the singing of the Glorias.
Perhaps the most noticeable occurrence at this Mass is
the Washing of the Feet. In place of the creed, parishioners come to the altar and the priest, removing his outer
vesture, humbles himself by kneeling down and washing,
then drying, each person’s exposed foot. This is done to
emulate Jesus’ actions at the Last Supper when He performed the very same task for His disciples. This action
showed that He came to serve others and that we are
charged with doing likewise.
The final, not so subtle, deviation from the normal order of
the Mass comes at the end of the celebration when, instead of transitioning to the concluding prayer, the priest
begins to prepare the Holy Eucharist for transfer to what is
referred to as the “Altar of Repose.” It is here, away from
the tabernacle where the Body of Christ is kept safe.
There the consecrated hosts remain until they are taken to
be distributed at the Good Friday celebration. No words
are spoken aloud by the priest as he dons the humeral veil
over his vestments and reverently carries the ciborium in
procession to its temporary dwelling. During the procession, the hymn Pange Lingua Gloriosi is sung with the last
two verses (known as Tantum Ergo) held back until the
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priest has arrived at the Altar of Repose and kneels down
in front of the Eucharist. The words of this ancient chant
describe the passing of the old rite to the new as Jesus
prepares to pass from His human life on Good Friday.
After the priest has completed this transfer, all in attendance are encouraged to stay and pray quietly for as long
as they wish, then depart in silence. This is not a time for
socializing with friends. Subsequently, everything is removed from the main altar in preparation for Good Friday.
It was once tradition for Catholics in cities to visit several
neighboring Churches and pray quietly after the Holy
Thursday Mass had been concluded at their own Church.
Good Friday Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
Good Friday is the only day of the
year in which no Mass is celebrated. Instead, a service commemorating the passion of Jesus is held
in the afternoon. Because there is
no Mass, there is no Liturgy of the
Eucharist. The people enter the
Church in a quiet and reverent
manner and await the priest who
traditionally enters in procession
without music and prostrates himself before the altar.
While not a Mass, up to four readings from the Old Testament precede John’s Gospel account of the passion which
is traditionally read in parts by the priest and lectors with
parishioners participating. The Good Friday intercessions,
read by the priest, are deep, heartfelt pleas to God for unity, well-being, and peace among all peoples of the world.
The most notable component of the Good Friday service is
the Adoration of the Cross. The parts of the cross are exposed by the priest followed by individual adoration. The
Eucharist is then retrieved from the Altar of Repose and
the Communion rite begins with the recitation of the Lord’s
Prayer.
The Great Easter Vigil (Holy Saturday)
Unlike every other weekend, the
rules of the Church require that
the vigil Mass for Easter must
begin after Saturday sunset
(usually 8pm). This Mass is considered to be the greatest of all
feasts of the Church year. It is
here that we move from the darkness of death to the light of the
resurrected Christ. It is at this Mass that new adult members to the faith receive the sacraments of Baptism, Holy
Communion and Confirmation.
The Mass begins with the Church in total darkness. Outside, or in a safe area inside, the priest lights, then prays
over new fire that is used to light the Paschal (Easter) candle. Then, the Church slowly brightens with light. The
… continued on page 8

St. Therese Newsletter

The Shroud of Turin

O

ne’s personal education and experiences with the
Church and those whom we encounter in our daily
lives continue to reinforce our beliefs. The Shroud of Turin
is one item that can impact our belief in Christ and His
teachings. The mystery of the Shroud has been occupying
many individuals so as to glean more information to affirm
or deny its source and history. The Gospels of Mark, Matthew, Luke and John, along with scientific studies and
tests, research by clergy, and reviews by laymen have expanded knowledge of the source of the Shroud.

A shroud is a linen cloth, seven feet long by three-and-one
-half feet wide, which was used in biblical times and remains today as part of the burial procedure by Jews. After
death, a shroud is placed on a sepulcher (flat stone) and
the body is placed on it. The feet and hands are tied with
cloth strips in addition to a cloth strip placed around the
head under the jaw. The shroud then covers the body
from head to foot.
In John’s Gospel (Chapters 19 & 20), he describes Christ’s
wounds, death, and subsequent appearances to the disciples as follows. Once Jesus died, a Roman soldier
speared His body on the right side above the waist. Jesus
was wrapped in the burial cloth (shroud), and laid in a
tomb that was supplied by Joseph of Arimathaea, who was
a wealthy but secret follower of Jesus. The opening of
Jesus’s tomb was then sealed with a large stone. After
three days, Mary Magdalene went to the cave and saw
that it was open, the stone was off to the side, and Christ’s
body was gone. Rather than going inside, she returned to
where the apostles were, told them it was empty, and then
returned to the tomb with Simon Peter and John. It is believed that Joseph of Arimathaea took possession of the
Shroud from the tomb.
The next reported location of the Shroud was in southwestern Turkey, in a town called Edessa, in 944 A.D.
There are questions as to its location from 1204 to 1250.
It is likely that during the Fourth Crusade, the Knights of
Templar took possession of it and took it to Lirey, France.
It was at this location when the Shroud, in its silver protec-
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tive container, was damaged in a fire which resulted in
burn and water marks. The Shroud was then located in
Constantinople (Istanbul), Turkey, and remained there until
1356. After that, in 1450, the Shroud was given to the Savoy family of Turin. Subsequently, the Savoy family
passed the Shroud to the Turin Cathedral where it remains
today. The Shroud is secured in a bullet-proof glass case
which is filled with an inert gas for protection and preservation.
In the middle ages, the Shroud was not adequately protected. It was taken out for public viewing on specific holy
days, and handled by many different people. Paintings of
that era depict people holding the shroud by its edge on
these public days. In 1898, the Shroud was photographed
for the first time. That photo showed that the Shroud was
a “negative” image. It became a “positive” image once the
photograph was developed. In 1931, with the advancement of science and photography, it was confirmed that
the image on the Shroud is a negative image. A prominent
French surgeon described the physiology and pathology
on the Shroud as “anatomically perfect.”
In 1973, a small sample of the Shroud was taken for the
first time. This sample showed 22 different pollens that
were unique to the areas around Constantinople, and seven pollens that were unique to Israel. In 1975, using a
special image analyzer, two scientists encoded 3-D data
which indicated that the Shroud actually had been
wrapped on a human figure. The Shroud was on public
display in 1978 for the first time since 1933. Twenty four
scientists were able to examine the Shroud at the end of
this public viewing. Dr. Walter McCrone, an American
chemist who was considered a leading expert in the science of microscopy, reported finding iron oxide along with
vermilion paint on the Shroud upon his examination in
1980. However, his results were disputed by 23 other scientists who had conducted many tests using sophisticated
equipment. These scientists concluded that the water
used in the early 1200 A.D. fire had contained iron.
In 1988, based
on
carbondating
tests,
three laboratories found their
sample of the
Shroud indicated that it was
only 700 years
old. This result
was later disputed. A sample taken from
the lower left
corner showed
it was handled
by many different people when celebrating the holy days in medieval
times. A textile expert reported that a seam on the side of
… continued on page 7
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Getting to Know You - Rosalie Puskar

M

any of us were raised Catholic and regularly attended Mass and catechism classes. In addition,
many of us have reviewed our children’s CCD homework
over the years. However, there are times when our
Protestant friends make references to the Bible with which
we may not be familiar. Our Catholic religious education
relied on our catechism books and did not place the same
emphasis on the Bible as the Protestant denominations
do. As adults, perhaps we have been curious about the
Bible, but haven’t taken the next step and learned about it.
Rosalie Puskar is a 20-year member of our St. Therese
community who took that step to learn more about the Bible. She is an enthusiastic graduate of the Catholic Biblical School. She is a wife and mother. Her son, David, is a
recent graduate of Wentworth Institute of Technology in
Boston, and her daughter, Juliana, is a sophomore at the
University of Maine. After retiring from the State of CT Department of Social Services, she has been able to enjoy
activities like cooking, reading, yoga, and volunteering.
When her children were younger, Rosalie volunteered with
the Marquis of Granby, school activities, Girl Scouts, Boy
Scouts, and taught CCD. Currently she is a member of
the St. Therese “Faith Journey-ers” book club and helps
with STAFFF. She and her husband, Mike, hope to do
some traveling now that they are empty nesters.
Rosalie received a St. Thomas Certificate in Biblical Studies upon completion of the 4-year program. She was quick
to point out that anyone could pursue studies at the Catholic Biblical School. Students may choose to obtain a 2year certificate in Basic Biblical Studies. Both programs
offer optional college credit.
Students in the program are of all ages and come from all
walks of life; some are employed full- or part-time, some
are stay-at-home parents, and others are retired. Classes
meet once a week at one of several sites in the archdio-
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cese. There are required
readings and written homework assignments to be completed each week, but no
papers unless the course is
being taken for college credit.
Exams consist of only two
tests per year which are
basic reviews to evaluate
how much has been learned.
There is also a summer reading assignment.
Rosalie said that students need a basic commitment to
complete the requirements, but each individual can put in
as much time as he or she can or desires. Because she is
retired, she was able to devote lots of time to the course,
but many other students worked full-time or had other obligations. They were able to complete assignments by setting aside a certain amount of time per week.
One of the most interesting facts about the program that
Rosalie shared was that it was like a seminar in history,
theology, literature, and world culture combined. It was an
all-encompassing course of study, starting with the Old
Testament and progressing through all the books of the
Bible. Each unit explored the history of the period, and
how each book of the Bible fit into that history and culture
of the time. It was not a course that dictated the way to
think. Instead it challenged students to look into new ways
of thinking about the Bible and the world.
Rosalie and her classmates enjoyed the program and the
camaraderie so much that they still meet as a group. Her
excitement about the Catholic Biblical School and its challenge is evident. She encourages others to at least look
into the opportunity! For more information on the Catholic
Biblical School, please visit www.CatholicEdAohct.org.

The Shroud of Turin … continued from page 6
the Shroud ran the entire length. Another carbon-dating
test is expected to occur soon. In 1977, an Israeli scientist
confirmed the presence of flower images on the Shroud.
He also found and verified 28 pollen species particular to Jerusalem. The burns and patches on
the Shroud from the fire were removed in 2002, and a new backing
cloth replaced the previous backing cloth. The Shroud is typical of
Jewish shrouds found in Masada,
Israel.
It is often said that God likes mysteries. The story of the Shroud of
Turin is certainly one of them. The
mystery of the Shroud helps one to believe in the unbeliev-

able; it can help in enforcing belief in Jesus Christ and His
teachings. There are no scientific results to date that confirm the Shroud of Turin is the one used to cover Jesus.
Future discoveries and scientific tests with newly invented
equipment may help in confirming this burial cloth is the
one used in Christ’s burial. The Catholic Church has not
confirmed or denied the authenticity of the Shroud, but has
stated that Catholics can recognize it is a relic and is due
veneration. The next public viewing of the Shroud of Turin
is scheduled to take place at the Cathedral of Turin in the
year 2025.
Our Parish’s Fr. Ronald E. Yelle Memorial Library contains
a book (Unlocking the Secrets of the Shroud, by Gilbert R.
Lavoie) and two DVDs on the Shroud of Turin. I encourage you to borrow either the book or one of the DVDs. It’s
a fascinating subject!
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Planning for Summer

V

acation Bible School Summer Camp - It’s not just
for kids anymore! Come join us for a faith-filled
week at the Mighty Fortress VBS -- Where in Jesus, the
Victory Is Won! The week is June 26-30, mornings from
9am to noon. Registration forms / flyers will be available in
the church and at STAFFF Meetings starting in March.
 3rd-5th grade are Campers
 6th – 8th grade are Junior Helpers
 9th grade thru adult are Helpers/Leaders and Campers!
We will again offer a pre-school program (ages 3-5) and
adult program (11th grade and up). There will also be a
special needs group for all ages.
Adult “Campers” this year will get to experience: Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible by Jeff Cavins and Sarah
Christmyer, as presented by Maura Fleming. This engaging journey through the Bible will provide the easiest way
to understand the Bible. Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible makes the complex simple. It helps you uncover the
story woven throughout scripture so you can get the “big
picture” of the Bible and understand what it is all about.
The Bible is a story about the Father’s unfailing love for

Volume 15, No. 2
by Maura Fleming

you – a love that you are now called to
share with others. You will:
 Make sense of the Bible and see
how it relates to your everyday life;
 Discover the remarkable connections between the Old
and the New Testaments;
 See how the sacraments, the Church, and our entire
Catholic faith are rooted in scripture … and much
more!
There are plenty of volunteer opportunities available, too!
Do you need community service hours? We can help you!
Do you love to create? You can help us! Are you only
available one or two days? No problem! Can you help
with set-up (transforming the Hall to create a castle) or
take-down and clean-up? GREAT! We definitely need
you. Set-up and take-down times will be announced at a
later time. Watch the bulletin for further information.
Any questions, please email Sandy and Aimee at STAFFFStTherese@gmail.com. In the subject line, put “VBS17.”

Girl Scout Day of Service
Every year, the Salmon Brook Service Unit (consisting of Girl Scouts from Hartland, East Granby and Granby) devote their day off on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
to service. Once again, our Parish Center was filled with Girl Scouts who created
dinner tray “favors” for Meals on Wheels, and dog toys for puppies.
A Brownie braids t-shirt
strips for a chew toy

Brownies, Juniors and Cadettes made flowers and
cards for Meals on Wheels

The Easter Triduum … continued from page 5
Easter Proclamation may be read or sung by the priest,
deacon or music director. It is in the Easter Proclamation
that the joyous news of the salvation of the risen Jesus is
relayed to the people. The Gloria is then sung by the entire congregation. The Liturgy of the Word is expanded
and includes several readings from the Old Testament
that reveal the saving power of God throughout
(salvation) history. In place of the creed, people renew
their baptismal vows, while new members to the faith
state theirs for the first time. The priest then sprinkles the
congregation with newly blessed holy water. The Mass
concludes in normal fashion with the Liturgy of the Eucharist and communion.
Easter Sunday
Masses on Easter Sunday are identical in form to Masses
of every other Sunday. The one exception may be the

substitution of the renewal of Baptismal vows in place of the creed.
The Easter Triduum officially ends
with the conclusion of the Easter
Sunday Masses and Evening Prayer.
Contained in the Easter Triduum is
the very core of our Catholic faith.
There are no more profound or fundamental services held
in the Church than those that unfold during these three
days. Ironically, with the exception of Easter Sunday, we
are not obligated to attend any of the other Masses or celebrations of the Triduum. Perhaps that is why I am always
overcome with a feeling of awe when I see the Church
filled with so many people during this time. I encourage
everyone to attend one or all of these celebrations of our
Catholic faith.
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CRYPTOGRAM Directions:
This puzzle is called a Cryptogram. At the top there is a KEY that lists all the letters from A thru Z
with a box below. Each of the letters has a corresponding number.
The bottom part contains a secret phrase. Each of the blanks has a number underneath it. Fill in the
letters that correspond to the numbers below the blanks to solve the phrase.

Jesus Rises Up

After Jesus died on the cross, His body was put inside a tomb. A heavy stone was
placed in front of the opening. When Mary Magdalene went to His tomb, she saw
that the stone has been rolled away. Jesus was not there!
Help Mary Magdalene find the right path in order to get to the tomb.
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DATES ARE CORRECT AT PRESS TIME. HOWEVER, SUBSEQUENT CHANGES MAY OCCUR

— REFER TO PARISH BULLETIN FOR DETAILS

PARISH CALENDAR … MARCH 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Whoever has a bountiful eye will be blessed, for he
shares his bread with the poor.

Thursday

Friday

1
Ash Wednesday

2

6

12
Daylight Savings Begins
Fellowship Sunday
Communion, PreK/1st Gr.
I-GIFT
Granby Food Collection
19
Confirmation

13

KREW/ SBS

8

9
Prayer Shawl

Girl Scouts

14
Faith Journey-ers

WNWN Servers
15

16

27

22

Hungry Hearts Cabaret
17
St. Patrick’s Day

28
Faith Journey-ers

29

30

18

Shindig Pot Luck Dinner
24

Stations

Boy Scouts

Hartford Food Collection

WNWN Set Up

23

VIRTUS Class

11
Granby
Food Collection

Stations

20
21
St. Joseph’s Day Faith Journey-ers

26
I-GIFT

10
Stations

Boy Scouts

Boy Scouts

4

Stations

7
Faith Journey-ers
Boy Scouts

3
STAFFF

Proverbs 22.9
5
STAFFF

Saturday

25
Hartford
Food Collection

31
KofC Scampi &
Stations Dinner
Stations

April 1

Remember Respect Life’s Lenten Baby Bottle Drive

PARISH CALENDAR … APRIL 2017
Sunday
2
Fellowship Sunday
Newsletter
Communion, PreK/1st Gr.

Monday

Tuesday
3

Wednesday

4
Faith Journey-ers

Thursday
5

Friday

Saturday

6

7
STAFFF

Boy Scouts

8
KREW/ SBS

Stations
Granby Food Collection

9

Palm Sunday

10

STAFFF
I-GIFT
Granby Food Collection
17

23
Divine Mercy Sunday

24

30
Archdiocesan Youth Rally

Hartford Food Collection

12

13
Prayer Shawl

Faith Journey-ers
Boy Scouts

16
EASTER Sunday
Masses @ 8:15a &
10:30a

Youth Group

11
Chrism Mass
@Cathedral

Holy Thursday
Mass @ 7p

18

Boy Scouts

19

25
Boy Scouts
Office Closed

20
Confirmation
Rehearsal

Girl Scouts
26

14
Office Closed
Good Friday
Service @ 3p
Stations

15
Holy Saturday
Mass @ 8p

21

22

Confirmation-7p
27

28
Communion
Rehearsal

(Parish Manager Stewardship Conference)

29
First Communion-11a
Hartford Food
Collection

He rose in shining glory, His promise to fulfill. And healing, helping, guiding, He walks
among us still.
Sacred Heart League Prayer
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DATES ARE CORRECT AT PRESS TIME. HOWEVER, SUBSEQUENT CHANGES MAY OCCUR

— REFER TO PARISH BULLETIN FOR DETAILS

PARISH CALENDAR … MAY 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

Remember Respect Life’s
May Baby Shower
all month long

Wednesday
2

Thursday
3

8

9

10

Boy Scouts

14 Mothers Day
Youth Group

15

Saturday

4

5

11

12

6

Newsletter
Articles Due

Boy Scouts

7
Fellowship Sunday
Newsletter - Proof #1

Friday

Girl Scouts

13
Granby Food
Collection

Prayer Shawl

16

17

18

19

23

24

25
Ascension
Thursday
Mass--8:30a & 7p

26

20

Boy Scouts

Granby Food Collection
21
Newsletter - Proof #2

22
Boy Scouts

28
Hartford Food Collection

29
Memorial Day
Observed

30
Boy Scouts

27
Hartford
Food Collection

For as the soil makes the sprout come up and a garden
causes seeds to grow, so the Sovereign Lord will make
righteousness and praise spring up before all nations.

Office Closed

Isaiah 61:11

St. Therese Parish
120 West Granby Road
Granby CT
Website: www.StThereseGranby.com
Parish Email: StThereseChurch@att.net
New to the Parish? Leaving the Parish?
Please call the Parish Office so we might adjust our records.

Parish Office: 860-653-3371
Fr. Thomas Ptaszynski, Pastor
General Email: StThereseChurch@att.net
Deborah Klotzman, Parish Manager
dk-church@att.net

Maura Fleming, CRE--Faith Formation (STAFFF)
STAFFFStTherese@gmail.com

St. Therese Parish .
Newsletter Editorial Team
We welcome contributions from all Parishioners. If you
would like to either contribute or join our Team, please
contact our editor or Fr. Tom.
Deborah Klotzman
Editor/ Layout
(DK-CHURCH@ATT.NET)

Contributors/ Reporters
Johanna Audolensky
Cathy Cook
Vickie Dirienzo
Michael Mottola
Stan Walczewski
Beverly Baird

Article deadline for Summer Issue:
May 4, 2017

