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Off the Top of My Head

I

n Matthew’s second chapter we
read of the visitors from the East
who come to find Jesus and do Him
homage. I hope I don’t spoil anyone’s
Nativity set or favorite Christmas hymn
when I remind you that the only evidence for presuming there were three
visitors is that only three gifts were
mentioned. There might have been
three, or 30, or 300! All in search of the Lord!
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and support for each other. I am so happy that they
are bringing that opportunity to us.


One of the greatest expressions of feeding the hungry
is the ministry of making sandwiches for Hartford’s
House of Bread. The enthusiasm and dedication of
those St. Bernard people have encouraged even more
participation.



In our most recent experience of epiphany, “visitors from
the East” have brought many gifts to the Parish family of
St. Therese, all represented by the people who are the
true gifts of God.

Not the least among the gifts St. Bernard people have
brought are voices. Our liturgies have become more
beautiful by the addition of “pray-ers” and “sing-ers.”
Whoever sings prays twice, as St. Augustine assured
us! We confidently lift our voices, giving appropriate
praise and glory to God.

With the presence of the Ladies Guild, we have an
opportunity for more community. Throughout its 50
year history, these women have grown in faith, service

All this has happened in a few short weeks. I look forward
to what the future will bring as we all continue to Make
Church Together.



Pope
Francis

Says ...

We effectively do good when we do it without seeking reward and
in the concrete situations of everyday life.

New Eagle Scouts

O

n August 12, 2017, Venture & Boy Scouts welcomed
two new Eagle Scouts. Boy Scout Tristan Courtemanche and Venture Scout Christian Caruso received the rank of Eagle Scouts in a ceremony at St.
Therese Parish Center Great Hall. Tristan, a member of
Boy Scout Troop 125, built a “Swap Shop” shed at the
Granby Transfer Station. Finding a plan online, Tristan
funded the project through collecting bottles and cans,
along with many generous donations. Granby residents
have been using the Swap Shop Shed for the past year,
even though it was only recently “officially” opened.
St.
Therese
Parish member
Christian Caruso’s Eagle project benefitted
Camp Moe in
Torrington,
a
summer camp
for
children
New Eagle Scouts (l-r)
suffering
menTristan Courtemanche & Christian Caruso
tal and physical disabilities. The project was to build a 210 foot, split

by Deborah Klotzman
rail fence bordering their waterfront
region.
This will help organize
campers and keep them away from
hazardous terrain. Added to beautify the area was a willow bush at one
end of the fence. Christian became
a Venture Scout two years ago, and
is a member of Venture Scout Crew
2015. Involved in many activities,
Chris graduated from Granby Memorial High School this past June.
Christian & high-school
He lettered in both Track & Field (1
friend Sarah at Eagle
year), and Wrestling (4 years).
Scout Ceremony
Chris plans to attend the University
of New Hampshire. He will major in National Security, with
minors in both Russian and Para-Medical. He also will join
the R.O.T.C. and fire-fighting unit in the area.
Among awards and accolades received by both Granby
young men, each received a Town of Granby plaque acknowledging their Eagle Scout rank, and named them both
as distinguished citizens of Granby. We sincerely congratulate these new Eagle Scouts, and wish both of them best
of luck in achieving their goals for the future.
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A Shared History

T

he first Mass in Tariffville was celebrated in 1846 by
Fr. John Brady. This was the time of great migrations of Irish to all over the world, especially America. Priests from Hartford, such as Fathers Brady and Peter Walsh, served Tariffville until Fr. Luke Daly of New Britain assumed this duty in September 1848. In 1850, Fr.
Daly undertook the building of a Church on Mountain Road
to serve the faithful of Tariffville, and named it St. Paul’s
Chapel. This became a mission (or “daughter”) church of
St. Patrick Parish in Collinsville on December 10, 1856.
When they outgrew this small Church, the parishioners
built a larger one in 1876, on the north side of Winthrop
Street, where the Parish cemetery is today. This larger
Church was dedicated to St. Bernard of Clairvaux on November 23, 1879. On May 1, 1881, the St. Bernard
(mission) Church was made a Parish with Fr. John Quinn
appointed its first pastor. A fire in 1892 destroyed the Winthrop Street Church. Land was purchased on Maple
Street to build a new Church (across from the present-day
St. Bernard Cemetery).
Bishop Lawrence McMahon
blessed the cornerstone of the
new St. Bernard Church on
September 25, 1892. It was
later dedicated in 1895. The
new St. Bernard Church continued to be an important member
of the community into the 21st
century.
Families from Granby and surrounding towns traveled to St.
Bernard Church in Tariffville to
attend Mass and religious education classes. Horse & buggy
or leg & foot power were the
only means of transportation in those days, but the dedication of those families (just over 400 strong) to practice their
faith was strong. After World War II Reverend John
O’Connor, pastor of St. Bernard Church, was approached
to discuss the formation of a mission church in Granby.
On August 20, 1950, the small white frame chapel at the
intersection of Routes 20 and 189 was dedicated to St.
Therese of Lisieux as a mission Church. Two Masses
were celebrated each Sunday by priests from St. Bernard’s Church. Finally in 1958, Archbishop Henry O’Brien
formally dedicated St. Therese Church, elevating it to full
parish status, and appointed Fr. Leonard White as the first
resident pastor. Fr. Stanley Hastillo was installed as the
new pastor in May of 1965. Fr. Hastillo was the driving
force behind the building of the new Church, rectory and
Parish Center on 22 acres of land on Route 20.
The new church was dedicated by Archbishop John
Whealon on June 24, 1973. Fr. Ronald Yelle was installed
as its third pastor on October 26, 1993, and served the
faithful of the Granby’s and Hartland’s for more than 15 years.
Rev. Thomas Ptaszynski took
over the reins from Fr. Yelle on
July 1, 2010 as our fourth and
current pastor. Under Fr. Tom’s
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guidance, policies have been refined, buildings have received much needed maintenance, and our Parish continues to grow strong.
In 2015 in an effort to “lead Connecticut Catholics into a
vibrant future,” the Archdiocese of Hartford, under the
leadership of Archbishop Leonard Blair, began the challenging task of “pastoral planning.” This effort began with
priests and lay Church members meeting to discuss the
needs and challenges facing the Archdiocese, most importantly the dwindling number of available priests to lead
its Parishes. This monumental endeavor resulted in the
merging and/or closing of many of its 212 parishes on
June 29, 2017. St. Therese Parish welcomed former St.
Bernard parishioners with a reception following Saturday
and Sunday Masses over the weekend of July 2 & 3.
Many of St. Bernard parishioners attended, along with
members of St. Therese Parish. Director of Religious Education Maura Fleming, assisted by volunteer Children/
Youth Minister Sandy Santangelo, and Parish Manager
Deborah Klotzman, were on hand with flyers describing
Parish ministries and our STAFFF program. All three
women welcomed attendees, answered questions from
both new and veteran parishioners, and offered all the opportunity to register in the Parish and for our religious education activities. The Fellowship Sunday Group did a wonderful job providing delicious food and drink for all.
The closing of St. Bernard Church was difficult for its parishioners as it had developed into a vital, loving and caring community. However, we are now presented with an
opportunity to grow our new St. Therese Parish to rival
anything that came before! People are finding their way to
Eucharistic celebrations as well as the various ministries
offered here at St. Therese Parish. Change is always difficult but with the help of the Holy Spirit and the openness
and acceptance of both communities, we pray that these
two parishes will develop into one vibrant, loving community of faith, serving God and one another through each other’s gifts. We are once again one Church, one Parish, one
family. We say to all our parishioners, both new and old,

welcome home!
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Getting to Know You … Terry Hahn
Theresa (or Terry) Hahn is the newest member of the
Newsletter Team here at St. Therese Parish. Terry has
been very active all of her life, and brings a variety of experience and knowledge to our Team.
Terry and her husband Al have been Granby residents for
52 years. They both grew up in Hartford, went steady in
high school, and married 59 years ago! Terry said, “When
we moved out here in 1965, the first thing I saw was how
dark it was as there were no street lights. Then a few
years later, they put one right at the corner of Kelly Lane
and North Granby Road, which shines into our bedroom
window. Ha!”
Terry and Al have four children; 2 boys and 2 girls, 5
grandchildren, and 2 great-grandchildren. Over the years
Terry has been active in Girl Scouting as a recruiter, leader, and trainer. She also worked at CIGNA for 18 years,
first as a secretary and then moved up to a senior HR analyst. She continues to work at the Registrar’s Office in
Granby during elections, processing same-day voter registrations. Terry also enjoys her hobbies of painting, writing,
paper sculpting, and crocheting.
St. Therese Parish and St. Bernard Church have been the
fortunate recipients of the bulk of Terry’s volunteer work.
When she and Al joined St. Therese Church way back
when, it was on the corner of Route 189 and Route 20.
Terry taught second grade CCD class for five years and
then fourth grade for one year. She was very active in the
St. Therese Women’s Group. In the 1970s, she and Al
were part of a Prayer Group that met in Granby at Joan
and Bob Navickas’ home.
Terry served as Chairperson for the program “Families that
Pray Together Stay Together” when it came to St. Therese
Church. She was very active in the Charismatic Renewal
for the Archdiocese of Hartford. She and Al served on the
Healing Team for three years, and then as leaders of the
Team for another four years until 1983. They gave workshops on how to pray for healing within the Archdiocese
and were instrumental in starting the “healing Masses”

Annual Linens Collection
On October 7-8, 2017, we will conduct
our 17th Annual Linens Collection for
The Hartford Catholic Worker, part of a
national organization They are in two
houses: St. Martin dePorres and St.
Brigid Houses on Clark Street across
from St. Michael’s Church. Jackie Allen
Ducot and her husband Chris Ducot and Brian Kavanagh
and their helpers serve the residents in the north-end of
Hartford. They especially help the children in the area with
their after-school programs and summer camp. We collect
gently used sheets, blankets, towels, dish towels and other
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throughout the Archdiocese during the
late 1970’s and into the 1980’s. They
also served as members of the Catholic
Charismatic Renewal Advisory Committee for the Archdiocese of Hartford for
three years in an advisory capacity in
the areas of Prayer Discernment and
Charismatic Healing.
Terry wrote the booklet Guidelines for Prayer Rooms on
which Archbishop John P. Whealon put his Imprimatur
(Seal of Approval) on October 4, 1984. There were three
printings of the Guidelines booklet in 1984, 1985, and
1987. They were distributed to the dioceses within the
United States, Europe, and South America.
When Terry and Al became members of St. Bernard
Church, she became active in the Ladies Guild becoming
Co-President, running craft workshops, and holding other
positions in the Guild. Terry was also an Extraordinary
Minister of Holy Communion for eleven years and wrote
articles for the St. Bernard Church Newsletter. She will
continue to do publicity for the Prayer Shawl Ministry and
the Ladies Guild here at St. Therese. Terry has also
joined our Newsletter Team.
Terry shared with me that the St. Bernard Church community was a close-knit loving and caring community where
everyone knew and cared for one another. It will be greatly missed, but she is looking forward to participating in new
ministries at St. Therese Parish. She is happy to see
those whom she has known in the past, and is looking forward to renewing former, and developing new friendships.
I asked Terry about all her volunteer activities and why she
volunteers. She said, “I volunteer because I like being active. Because I am basically shy, I have found over the
years that the best way to get to know people is to interact
with them on a committee or in an organization, and besides it makes me feel that I am part of the group and
sharing the gifts God has given me. I find pleasure and it
gives me joy!”

by Johanna Audolensky
kitchen linens (no pillows). It helps to have the sheets and
blankets labeled with the size. Our collection is the only
one they receive all year. It helps families, single parents,
grandparents and they always have new people to serve.
Saturday Mass donations should be left in the Church front
main vestibule. Sunday, the 8th, look for Ray and Lyn
Robitaille’s truck by the Parish Center. We deliver your
donations that day, and their team of volunteers sort and
give away our goods by the end of the week. So, collect
the linens you do not need. You will be helping others.
For more information, visit hartfordcatholicworker.org.
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T

he St. Therese Faith Journey-ers Book Group will meet again during the Advent Season. This year we will journey
with the mysterious and sometimes forgotten person of the Blessed Trinity -- the “Holy Spirit.” More information on
this faith-filled journey will be available as we get closer to the Advent Season. Watch the Parish Bulletin for more details and the information racks for flyers.

St. Charles of Borromeo

I

have chosen Saint Charles of Borromeo for my Confirmation saint. There were several factors that brought
me to choose him. The first is that he is named
Charles. I am named after my grandfather and he was a
great man. I was lucky to have a very close relationship
with him. He taught me early on about living a life of integrity and purpose. He taught me about the importance of
family and loyalty. He taught me about the rewards of a
job well done. He showed me by his actions what it
means to live life fully, to be generous to others, and to be
a good person. Sadly, when I was 10, he passed away
but I continue to want to honor him.
Next, I want to honor my dad, Jack. After my Papa passed
away, my dad made the decision to convert to Catholicism.
As he worked his way through the RCIA program (the Rite
of Christian Initiation for Adults program), he also came to
choose the name of Charles as his Confirmation name.
His reasons were similar to mine in that he had a very
strong relationship with my Papa who was his father-inlaw. So by choosing the name Charles, I am given the
opportunity to honor the two men who mean the most to
me. With that in mind, I went on to research different
saints named Charles, and decided that St. Charles of
Borromeo best reflected the values I want to live by.
St. Charles was born October 2, 1538 near Milan to a
wealthy family. At only the age of 12, he dedicated his life
to be one of service. He received funds from his family but
in true unselfish fashion only kept what little he needed for
his studies, making sure the rest went to those most in
need.
He studied hard and received a doctorate in canon law
and civil law. His uncle was a cardinal who later became
Pope Pius IV. He asked Charles to go Rome to be an adviser, and appointed him to be a cardinal-deacon. Shortly
thereafter he was made a cardinal and his duties expanded with the new rank. Charles used his position to promote learning, especially of clergy who had not had the
opportunities for education as he had. Through all of his
work and lectures, he felt God was calling him to do more.
He felt he was being called to the priesthood.
While studying for the priesthood, his last surviving brother
died and the family begged Charles to return home to preserve the family name and legacy. His call to God, however, was too strong and he refused. In 1563, he was ordained to the priesthood. He worked hard to remove corruption that had seeped into the Church. At the time, the
Protestant Reformation was threatening the Catholic
Church and its integrity. Charles felt it was his mission to
eradicate corruption in the Church to get back to a more
strict and simpler time. This approach earned him enemies and there is at least one failed assassination attempt

2017 Confirmation Student

by Charlie Brinegar
on record. His survival was considered miraculous at the
time.
In 1583, a famine struck Milan, followed by a plague.
Wealthy families fled the city, but Charles stayed to take
care of the sick and suffering. He used his own money to
feed the starving people. When his money ran out, he
took out loans so that he could continue to feed the suffering people.
His service eventually took a toll on his health. Charles
died in 1584 at the age of 46. In 1602, he was beatified
and in 1619 he was canonized. His feast is celebrated on
November 4.
After reading about Saint Charles of Borromeo, I saw a lot
of similarities between him and my Papa. My Papa was a
very smart man who felt strongly about education and that
we must never stop learning. His work ethic made him
very successful in business, a success he never took for
granted. He was also incredibly generous with those who
were not as fortunate as he was. I hope to be successful
in life but not just in the material sense. I want what I do to
have a positive impact on the people I care about and the
people around me. I think taking Charles as my Confirmation name is a great start.

A Prayer of Saint Charles of Borromeo
Almighty God,
You have generously made
known to human beings the
mysteries of Your life
through Jesus Christ, Your
Son in the Holy Spirit.
Enlighten my mind to know
these mysteries which Your
Church treasures and teaches.
Move my heart to love them
and my will to live in accord
with them.
Give me the ability to teach
this faith to others without pride, without ostentation, and
without personal gain.
Let me realize that I am simply Your instrument for
bringing others to the knowledge of the wonderful things
You have done for all Your creatures.
Help me to be faithful to this task that You have entrusted
to me.
Amen.
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Recipe - Cranberry Conserve

by Mary Pelletier

Editor’s Note: For this issue, the Newsletter Team chose a recipe from the St. Bernard Cookbook, “Seasoned with Love,”
published in 2014. Enjoy this with your Thanksgiving dinner!




Ingredients:



1 lb.
1 cup
2 cups
1 cup
1 cup
3-1/2 cups
1/2 cup

Makes 5 cups
Cranberries
Water
Diced Apple
Orange (peeled & Diced)
Seedless Raisins
Sugar
Chopped Walnuts




Cook cranberries in water, about 10 minutes
Add apple, orange,
raisins and sugar,
mix well
Continue cooking
for 25 minutes
Add walnuts
Keeps well in refrigerator for several weeks.

STAFFF Schedule, Subjects & Policies

C

ontrary to popular belief, STAFFF Meetings are not
just for those in the Sacrament years or for families
with young children. We have heard people say this
too many times. STAFFF stands for St Therese Advocates Family Faith Formation. The “family” in that title is
not just your nuclear family, but the church family as a
whole! Everyone in the entire Parish is invited to join us!
STAFFF meetings are held on the first Friday (6--8:30pm)
and Sunday (11:30am--2pm) of each month. The same
lesson is taught at each session to give families a choice.
(Please note: this year there will be no STAFFF in October. Instead, our first STAFFF meeting will be held in late
September.)
Our 2017-2018 STAFFF schedule is as follows:
 Sept 22 & 24 - Revelation: In this session, we will
learn that God created us to share in His glory, to be
holy, and to be joined fully with Him. Faith is both a
gift from God and a free human choice and action.
 Nov 3 & 5 - Trinity: In this session we will learn about
the Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit … three distinct Persons in one God), one of our Church’s greatest mysteries. We worship the Trinity when we gather
for Mass and when we pray.
 Dec 1 & 3 - Jesus Christ: In this session, we will learn
that the four Gospels in the New Testament tell us
about Christ’s life, teachings, Death and Resurrection.
With the help of the Holy Spirit, members of the
Church continue Jesus’ work here on Earth.
 Jan 5 & 7 - Child/Teen Lures; Theology of the Body
(High School students): In this session, we will be offering our Child/Teen Lures program as mandated by
the Archdiocese of Hartford. We will also offer a class
on Theology of the Body for high school-aged youth.
For more information, please email STAFFFStTherese@gmail.com.
 Feb 2 & 4 - The Church: In this session, we will learn
about the Catholic Church. We will learn that Jesus
promised the Apostles that He would send an advocate, the Holy Spirit, to guide the Church. We follow





by Maura Fleming

their example by trusting in the
Father, learning, praying, and
reaching out to others.
March 2 & 4 - Sacraments: In
this session, we will learn that the
Sacraments are visible signs of
invisible grace. The Seven Sacraments are effective signs of
God’s life, instituted by Christ and
given to the Church, so that Jesus can continue His
saving work in the world.
April 6 & 8 - Kingdom of God: In this session, we will
learn that the Church teaches that everyone is called
to the Kingdom of God on Earth and in Heaven. Jesus
gave us an example of how we can follow Him: forgiving others, treating others with respect, and helping
those who are hungry and in need.

STAFFF is not a “drop-off” program. Every child, from first
-grade on through Year-Two Confirmation (and beyond),
must be accompanied by a parent or legal guardian.
Please do not send your children with a neighbor or friend.
We do understand that emergencies arise and these will
be dealt with on a case-by-case basis. STAFFF meetings
are required for those students in the Reconciliation/
Communion class, as well as Year-One and Year-Two
Confirmation students. These students also will have extra classes outside of the STAFFF meetings; attendance is
mandatory. The coordinators of these Sacraments will
distribute more information, in addition to class schedules.
Year-Two Confirmation students and their parents/legal
guardians, and any other STAFFF attendee who has been
confirmed, should attend the Bible Study offered during
STAFFF meetings. This Bible Study is called “T3,” written
by Mark Hart (the Bible Geek). Through video, discussion
and a fantastically created Bible timeline, you will take a
helicopter ride through the 14 Narrative books, and 12 time
periods in the Bible. You will get a better understanding
where biblical happenings fall in to the secular timeline and
where and when Jesus and His ancestors lived. You will
also gain a better understanding of the Sunday readings.
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2018 Men’s Retreat

N

ineteen years ago, as a member of St. Bernard Parish, I was asked to participate in the men’s retreat at
Holy Family Retreat Center in West Hartford. It was
a memorable experience and made such a lasting impression on me that I then volunteered to become a retreat
chairman. When our family transferred to St Therese’s
Parish, I still continued to attend the annual retreats and
eventually became co-chairman at St Therese Church. I
am looking forward to working together with our friends
from St. Bernard Church to promote the Men’s Retreat this
year. We should have a great turnout! While on retreat,
some of us take peaceful walks around the 48 acres of
Retreat Center property. I invite you to come walk with us.
I want to take this opportunity to invite all the men of St.
Therese Parish to join the Men’s Retreat Group for the
2018 Annual Retreat at Holy Family Passionist Retreat
Center in West Hartford on January 19-21st, 2018 This
year’s retreat theme will be “Grace Enough.” The Retreat
Center’s website describes this weekend as “… a weekend of peace and reflection on the power of God's grace in
our lives. In an age of division, tension and change, Grace
Enough will explore the many ways God's presence empowers us and supports us through every step of life's
journey. Discover anew how God’s grace is our greatest
source of strength and courage to meet the ever-present
challenges in our lives. Together we’ll reflect on how living
in God's grace guides us to make wise choices, leading to
true happiness and peace.”
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Fr. David Cinquegrani, Passionist
priest, is the Retreat Director. Fr.
David and his team come from various backgrounds (both religious
and lay) and offer wonderful workshops, conferences, prayer services
and time to reflect. It is refreshing to
spend time to pray with the men
from our Parish and other churches
and to take time off from our busy
schedules in this tranquil setting.
Together, we go to morning Mass, attend workshops, partake in song and music and eat wonderful meals that are
on par with top restaurants in the area. There is time
throughout the day for personal spiritual connection with
God. Like myself, you may feel there is not enough time to
spend a weekend away, or maybe the fee is a concern.
Please don’t let this stop you from attending. Holy Family
is committed to encouraging you to attend by allowing flexible fee schedules (more if you can, less if you can’t).
If you have always wanted to attend but are not sure,
please see Fr. Tom or myself and we will help get you
there. If this weekend does not fit your schedule, Holy
Family offers 14 men’s and six women’s retreats in 2018.
To learn more about Holy Family, or this year’s retreat,
you can visit at www.holyfamilyretreat.org. Or, feel free
to contact me, Mark Hallenbeck, at markmwem@gmail.com,
or 860-748-0283.

A

ttention Kids in Elementary School and Middle-School! This year we will not have regular monthly scheduled
meetings. Instead, you are invited to attend the brand-new Bible Studies on Sundays and Wednesdays. Additionally, Youth Minister Sandy Santangelo is planning some special events that will include, but are not limited to, seasonal parties, movie and game nights. Watch for flyers in the information racks!

Prayer Shawl Ministry

M

ore than likely we have heard of prayer shawls, but
do we know what they are and who they are for?
Here are the answers to this question and more!

What is a prayer shawl?
A prayer shawl is a knitted or crocheted, blessed cover
which is made by prayerful women in the Parish who are
called to this ministry. There are many yarn types, styles
and colors. Whether they are
called shawls, mantels, covers
or blankets, they come under
the title of prayer shawl.
There are shawls which go
around the shoulders, lap
blankets for people in wheelchairs, smaller blankets for
babies and younger children,
christening covers for a child’s Baptism, dressier shawls to
wear at a wake or funeral to give comfort in grief, and
many others. Prayer shawls are also given at happy times
such as a wedding or a new baby (to parents and/or

by Terry Hahn
grandparents).
There are smaller individual ‘pocket
squares’ for sending to deployed troops, to college students or for a person physically restricted who cannot have
a larger shawl, but find that something smaller is better.
For whom are the prayer shawls?
They can be for men, women and children of all ages.
What is special about the prayer shawl?
The prayer shawl is blessed by Fr. Tom, along with the
Ministry members. It becomes God’s instrument of healing
and comfort, and a sign of His unconditional loving embrace for the person receiving the shawl.
How do I get a prayer shawl?
A member of our Parish can obtain a prayer shawl or
pocket square, by calling the Parish Office (860-653-3371)
during Office hours. If you are interested in joining the
Prayer Shawl Ministry, call Joanne Mayornick (860-6539728) or Pat Brecker (860-653-6750).
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Catholic Internment Options

I

remember a corny joke from my childhood days that
began with the question, “Why are cemeteries surrounded by fences?”… to which the answer in reply
was, “because people are dying to get in.” A chuckle or,
more likely, a groan usually followed. Setting aside the
humor, it is no secret that end of life matters are not often
topics for everyday conversation. While the well prepared
among us may have definitive plans for internment, I am
sure many of us have questions regarding the options that
are offered by our faith and the Archdiocese.
Although cremation has been allowed in the Catholic
Church since 1963, it wasn’t until 1997, that the US Catholic Bishops voted to allow cremation as an alternative to
traditional burial and sought, then received, formal permission from the Vatican. As of 2015, the cremation rate
among US Catholics stood at just over 30%. That is approximately 20% lower than the overall rate of cremation in
the country.
For much of the history of the Church, cremation was prohibited. When you died, your body was buried. The practice of reducing a body to ashes was, for centuries, seen
by the Church as a repudiation of life after death and the
resurrection of the body. In particular, the ancient Roman
practice of cremating bodies as a rejection of an afterlife
ran counter to Scripture which teaches that humans are
made in the image and likeness of God, and that the body
must be respected in this life and the next. In a brief reference, the Catechism of the Catholic Church states, “The
Church permits cremation, provided that it does not
demonstrate a denial of faith in the resurrection of the
body.”
The Church prefers that cremation take place after the funeral liturgy with the body present. However, since 1997,
the Vatican has granted permission to allow funeral Masses with the ashes of the loved one present. The Church
also requires that the bodies cremated must be treated
with respect and the remains be placed in a dignified vessel. The ashes are to receive a proper burial in consecrated ground or in a columbarium niche (a place of reverence
set aside in a mausoleum) and treated in the exact same
manner as that of a body in a casket.

A Different Way to Learn

by Michael Mottola
Consecrated ground could mean a Roman Catholic cemetery or ground in another, appropriate burial plot that has
been blessed in accordance with Canon law. There are
ten diocesan cemeteries in the Archdiocese of Hartford.
Administration of these properties is done through the
Catholic Cemetery Association of the Archdiocese of Hartford (www.ccacem.org). Several local parishes also have
their own cemeteries and, in some cases share these burial grounds with other parishes.
St. Bernard Cemetery in Tariffville was established in 1865
on the Winthrop Street site of the original church building
which was destroyed by fire. It was not uncommon for
many parishes that were not located in urban areas, to put
aside land for parish
cemeteries in the
19th and early 20th
centuries.
Burial
locations are still
available at St. Bernard Cemetery, in
addition to some other of these local parish cemeteries.
While traditional gravesites are still common, due to land
restrictions and costs, mausoleums have become popular
in recent years. A mausoleum is a large above-ground
building whose purpose is to house the remains of the deceased. Mausoleums can be simple structures built for
two, or elaborate places with stained glass windows, statues, and chapels, built for thousands. Chambers built
within a mausoleum to house caskets are called “crypts”,
and those built to house cremation urns are referred to as
“niches”. Both of these options are available at the mausoleums in the Archdiocesan cemeteries.
Each cemetery will have its own rules and regulations regarding everything from the size and shape of the memorial to seasonal adornments. While not something that is at
the top of most “to do” lists, each of us will most likely need
to make decisions for ourselves or loved ones. More information can be found by going to the Archdiocese website
(www.archdioceseofhartford.org).

by Maura Fleming & Sandy Santangelo

We are offering a Bible Study this year that will run for
eight sessions (three different age levels). The fall Bible
Study begins in September and runs until mid-November.
We plan to offer this again in the spring for all three age
levels. Watch the bulletin and information racks details on
spring sessions.

On Wednesday from 6 to 7:30pm,
we will again offer the adult session in addition to a middle-school
level program. Parents of middleschoolers don’t have to attend
this session if they are already
doing so for their younger children.

On Sunday from 6:30 to 8pm, we are offering an Adult Bible Study along with a bonus Children’s Bible Study. This
s open to any and all adults in the Parish. The Children’s
Bible Study is a bonus for those adults attending who have
children in grades 1-5.

Homework (minimal) will be Bible readings that you may
do as a family. All Bible Studies are taught through the
use of video, discussion and a Bible Timeline. Email
STAFFFStTherese@gmail.com for information.
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Shindig Social Group Hosts Picnic
The Parish Picnic held on July 9th was attended by close
to 200 parishioners. Hamburgers, hot-dogs and all the
fixin’s were expertly prepared by the Knights of Columbus.
Kids of all ages had fun playing games both indoors (kingsize Jenga, cup stacking, coloring activities among others)
and outdoors, including a water-balloon toss, bocce ball,
and pony rides. Everyone got a chance to taken their picture at our “photo booth” with all kinds of accessories
(hats, glasses, etc.).
The Shindig Social Group is looking forward to several
events this fall and winter, including a coffee house night
with live music. We are also planning a square dance for

St. Bernard Ladies Guild was established in 1968 when Fr.
Thomas Shea, then pastor, wanted to start a Ladies Guild
in the Parish. He took a group of women to lunch at one of
the nearby restaurants and asked them to start a Guild.
There was about $1.00 plus change left from the cost of
the lunch, so Fr. Shea donated it to start the Guild’s treasury! A Constitution and By-Laws were adopted and St.
Bernard Ladies Guild began in April 1968.
As written in the By-Laws, the purpose of the Guild was,
and still is, “to promote the spiritual welfare of its (women)
members through religious, education and social activities.” Membership includes all women, seventeen years

by Tony & Emily Allen

beginner and experiences dancers, so start warming up
your dancing feet! Our annual Tea-Cup winter fund-raising
event and Paint Night is on our schedule too! Monies
raised at this event will go for local needy families during
the holidays. Look for details of these events in the coming months. If you are interested in joining this fun-filled
Group,
please
contact
Emily
or
Tony Allen
(860-3055148).

St. Bernard Ladies Guild History
Editor’s Note: The 50th anniversary year of the Ladies Guild (a
women’s organization) will begin with a Celebration of the
Eucharist by Fr. Tom at 6pm in the Church followed by a Membership Drive, Pot-Luck Dinner, and Tea-Cup Drawing in the
Parish Center Great Hall on Thursday, September 21st. Look
for flyers in the Church’s information racks, and updates in the
weekly bulletin. For more information call Patty Sansone (860
-653-3838).

Volume 15, No. 4

by Terry Hahn

of age or over upon payment of annual dues. The first
President of the Guild was Mary Sanelli of East Granby.
Many struggles and celebrations have taken place in the
Guild over its 49 years and because of the dedication and
flexibility of the membership it has survived. It has become a place where women gather together for programs
(spiritual, arts, crafts, pot-luck dinners, card parties, bake
sales, etc.) to enrich friendships and have fun. The Guild’s
social outreach to the towns of Tariffville, Granby, East
Granby and Simsbury are many. They include monetary
donations to Foodshare’s Turkey Trot, area food banks,
non-profit organizations, and needy families of the four
communities. St. Bernard Church, its rectory and Parish
Hall, benefitted from Guild donations as well.
The Ladies Guild past presidents Betty Ann Hayden and
Patty Sansone, current President Andrea Palica, its officers and committee chairpersons have been instrumental in
providing a welcoming atmosphere for all women. We do
hope that the women of St. Therese Parish will become a
part of this important ministry.
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Pedagogy, Kerygma, Mathetes, Oh My!

Volume 15, No. 4
Maura Fleming &
by Sandy Santangelo

During the week of July 17th, Maura and Shawn Fleming
along with Sandy Santangelo journeyed to Steubenville,
Ohio, to attend the St. John Bosco Conference on the
campus of Franciscan University. The conference is held
yearly for religious educators, school teachers, youth ministers, directors of religious education, RCIA coordinators,
catechists, deacons, and priests. The weather was great!
The campus is beautiful!

over and over again. She
was also able to recharge
spiritually, and isready for a
great new STAFFF season.
This was her third St. John
Bosco Conference. Maura says it never ceases to amaze
her how many new things she learns, not only about her
faith but also about herself.

Plus we learned a lot including some new words. We attended eight different workshops facilitated by well-known
speakers and professors such as Dr’s. Bob Rice, Scott
Hann and Petroc Willey, in addition to Bishop David Ricken (Green Bay, Wisconsin). It was a wonderful time networking with others who do the same ministries. We discovered a lot of wonderful ideas to use in our Faith Formation Programs. Some of the things we participated in
were daily Mass, opportunities for Reconciliation, music
worship, social gatherings and a beautiful prayer walking
tour. We took the opportunity to pray for all of you in the
Parish in front of the Blessed Sacrament at the Portiuncula
Chapel. It is an exact replica of the one in Assisi, where St
Francis recognized his vocation to rebuild the Church.

Sandy was inspired through the quote from Evangelii
Gaudium that says catechists must proclaim that Jesus
Christ loves you. He gave His life to save you. Now He is
living at your side every day to enlighten, strengthen, and
free you. Sandy feels more engaged in her ministry with
the young people of St. Therese Church.

One thing Maura learned is that we are doing the right
thing here at St. Therese by having inter-generational faith
formation. In many of the workshops, this was confirmed

VBS 2017 - Mighty Fortress
If you had wandered into the Parish Center Great Hall the
last week of June, you would have thought you were in a
medieval castle! The theme of this year’s Vacation Bible
School was “Mighty Fortress; in Jesus the Victory Is Won!”
Each morning, children of all ages gathered to make
crafts, sing songs, and play games that helped illustrate
the sacrifice Jesus made to save us. Bible stories were
used to teach lessons, building to the miraculous story of
Easter. For example, through the story of Joshua and the
Battle of Jericho, we learned that God is mighty! The story
of Palm Sunday when Jesus triumphantly returned to Jerusalem taught us that Jesus comes to save! Each lesson
made us better appreciate Easter morning when Jesus
overcame death so we know unquestionably that Jesus is
Our Savior King! Indeed, in Jesus, the victory IS won!
Thank you to everyone who made this year’s VBS such a
success: adult, teen, and tween volunteers, and of
course the campers and the families who participated.

We are looking forward to next year’s conference and
hope to have more of the Faith Formation team join us.
We are excited to know that Mark Hart (Bible Geek) will be
the main keynote speaker as well as an instructor of a few
workshops.
For those of you who are curious: Pedagogy is the method
and practice of teaching; Kerygma is apostolic proclamation of salvation; Mathetes are disciples; pupils of a teacher; apprentices to a master craftsman.

by Aimee Menapace
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Thanks to
Michael Mottola

October 1st is the feast day of Saint Thérèse of Lisieux, the patron saint of our Parish.
Read about our patron. You can color the pictures, too. Color the roses, cut out, and give one
to your favorite person!
Or, create your own “shower of roses,” by following St. Thérèse - her “little way.”

Did you know?


St. Thérèse’s parents, Louis & Marie-Azelie Guérin, were both recently declared saints by Pope Francis. They are the first married
couple to be canonized!



At 15 years of age, St. Thérèse was the youngest girl to enter the
Lisieux Carmel Convent, taking the religious name of Sister Thérèse
of the Child Jesus and the Holy Face.



She was canonized by the Church in 1925, when she would have
been only 52 years old.

Have you ever wondered why St. Thérèse is always shown with roses?
The story of Thérèse’s life tells us that, as she was dying of tuberculosis
in the convent infirmary, she would look out and see the rose bushes
blossoming. Thérèse loved roses; she had tossed rose petals as a child
before the Blessed Sacrament. When she reflected on her quiet, hidden,
gentle life ending, she believed that God had great things in store for
her, that her mission was only beginning as she entered the fullness of
life with God.
Shortly after her death, Thérèse’s “rain of roses” began. Sometimes
St. Thérèse of Lisieux
roses literally appeared, and sometimes just the fragrance of them! Her
"little way" is about child-like trust and gentle love. Jesus warned us,
and Thérèse experienced, that the desire for signs is a sign of weak faith.
It is always important to remember that St. Thérèse did not experience extraordinary events or phenomena in her life. Her
faith was refined and strengthened by God.
St. Thérèse explained it this way: "… After my
death, I will let fall a shower of roses. I will spend
my heaven doing good upon earth. I will raise up a
mighty host of little saints. My mission is to make
God loved..."
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DATES ARE CORRECT AT PRESS TIME. HOWEVER, SUBSEQUENT CHANGES MAY OCCUR

— REFER TO PARISH BULLETIN FOR DETAILS

PARISH CALENDAR … September 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

Be at peace, my child. See, you are not alone. My heart watches over you.
St. Faustina
3

4

5

6

7

Saturday
2

Office Closed

8

9

LABOR DAY
Office Closed

HoB Sandwiches
Boy Scouts
RCIA

10
Fellowship Sunday
Confirmation Orientation
Adult/Child Bible School
Granby Food

11

Ladies Guild Board Boy Scouts

Adult/Child Bible
School

17

18

20

I-GIFT Orientation
Adult/Child Bible School

24
STAFFF
I-Gift
Adult/Child Bible School
Hartford Food

12

13

19

ICSC Stewardship Conference -- Parish Office Closed

Granby Food

14
Prayer Shawl

Boy Scouts

16
Reconciliation
Orientation

21

22

23

Guild 50th Anniv. STAFFF
Pot-Luck Supper

HoB Sandwiches RCIA
Boy Scouts
Adult/Child Bible
School
26
27
28

25

15

29

Hartford Food

30

Adult/Child Bible
School

PARISH CALENDAR … October 2017
Sunday
1
St. Therese Feast Day
Newsletter - Planning
Confirmation
Adult/Child Bible School
8
Fellowship Sunday
Prayer Shawl
Linens Collection
15
Reconciliation
PreK-1st Grade
I-Gift; Confirmation
Adult/Child Bible School
Granby Food
22

Monday
2

4

16

18

17

Thursday
5

6

Saturday
7

Religious Education Conference -- STAFFF Office Closed

RCIA
Adult/Child Bible
School
11

Friday

Linens Collection

12
Prayer Shawl
Praying in Color
Workshop

13

14

19

20

21

27

28

Granby Food

HoB Sandwiches

23

30

Boy Scouts

Adult/Child Bible Guild/Sr. Ruth
School
Presentation

24

25

Boy Scouts

Adult/Child Bible
School

31
Halloween

Adult/Child Bible School
Hartford Food

Wednesday

3
40 Days for Life
Adoration 9a-9p HoB Sandwiches
Chapel
Boy Scouts
Ladies Guild Board
9
10
Columbus Day
Boy Scouts
Office Closed

Adult/Child Bible School

29

Tuesday

Boy Scouts

26

Hartford Food

Have mercy on me, God, have mercy on me … and in the
shadow of Thy wings shall I hope.
St. Francis of Assisi Psalm
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DATES ARE CORRECT AT PRESS TIME. HOWEVER, SUBSEQUENT CHANGES MAY OCCUR

— REFER TO PARISH BULLETIN FOR DETAILS

PARISH CALENDAR … November 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
2
3
For there is nothing covered that shall not be reAll Saints Day
All Souls Day
Mass--8:30a & 7p
STAFFF
vealed; nothing hid that shall not be known
Newsletter Articles
Luke 12:2.
Due
5
6
7
8
9
10
Newsletter
HoB Sandwiches
STAFFF
Adult/Child Bible
Prayer Shawl
I-GIFT
Boy Scouts
Study

4

12
Fellowship Sunday
Reconciliation
PreK-1st Grade
Prayer Shawl
Adult/Child Bible Study
Granby Food
19
Newsletter
I-GIFT
Confirmation
Adult/Child Bible Study
Thanksgiving Food Sort
26

18

13

14

15

16

17

St.Charles of
Borromeo Feast Day

11
Veteran’s Day
Granby Food

Thanksgiving Food
Ladies Guild Board Boy Scouts

Adult/Child Bible
Study

20

21

22

Guild Floral
Arrangements

HoB Sandwiches

23

24

25

Parish & STAFFF Offices Closed
Thanksgiving

Boy Scouts
27

28

29

Boy Scouts

Adult/Child Bible
Study

30

St. Therese Parish
120 West Granby Road
Granby CT
Website: www.StThereseGranby.com
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